LANCASHIRE TEXTILE PROJECT

TAPE 78/AB/1

THIS TAPE HAS BEEN RECORDED ON THE 19TH OF JULY 1978 AT 17 CORNMILL TERRACE, BARNOLDSWICK.  THE INFORMANT IS BILLY BROOKS AND THE INTERVIEWER IS STANLEY GRAHAM.

[As near as I have ever been able to make out, Billy was 96 when I recorded the interviews with him.  He was very deaf and I have tried to edit the worst effects of this out of the transcript.  Though infirm his memory is amazing and every time an opportunity has been available to check a fact given by him has arisen he has been 100% correct.]

Mr Brooks is a very advanced age and I’m not sure how we’re going to get him used to the recorder, we’ll just have to see how we get on.

R-India.

Aye, for the Indian trade.

R-Aye, for India, there were a very big firm at Clitheroe used to make them, Garnetts or sommat at Low Moor and them were dhotis.  [A loincloth worn by male Hindus.] Aye they were an old firm you know, they used to be [weaving] in the 1880’s and 90’s. when they were in’t go, aye.  Same as Clough you know, well in’t Clough, in t’top hoil, Robinson Brooks started with eighty looms, Pickles started wi’ some looms, I think Holdens did, aye.  Well Brooks flit them eighty loom, they were Pilling looms made at Primet Bridge at Colne, they flit ‘em to Long Ing in 1890 you see and filled up to 400.  420 I think they had there had Brooks, aye.  There were some breakdowns there after they put ‘em in you see.  [At Long Ing Shed] There were three [gear] wheels all into one another.  There were a wheel that were on the flywheel and then there were a second motion wheel and then there were another on Brook’s line shaft through the wall and they hadn’t been going long when one flew in bits and flew through t’top.  Burst an hoil in the top, I used to find looms wi’ bits of metal on, aye, I remember seeing ‘em.  I were nobut , well that’d be about 1894 or sommat like that, I were about ten years old.  [Billy actually said 1884 but as I say, there is doubt about his date of birth, even he wasn’t sure.  As near as I can make out he was born in 1882 so I guess he meant 1894 when he would be twelve]  Aye I remember seeing all that.  Well, there were allus sommat wrong you know.  That much vibration and then we were stopped three weeks wi’ the main shaft cracked, aye, we were off three weeks.

Did you get paid while you were off?

R-No, there were no pay, nowt then you know.  Well, and then that wheel that were on the flywheel cracked and when it come it were too big and they couldn’t get it up to the wheel and they’d to bar it, they hadn’t a barring engine same as they have now.  They had to bar it round, they had four men all night barring it round to shive [Shive means cut. Billy is talking about a gear wheel that wasn't running true to pitch and the cast iron teeth had to be chipped to make it run properly.] that bit off you see.  It had too much shoulder at side and they had to hire men and they’d a crowbar you know and it were HUP! And that were all night through.  Aye, there were some breakdowns, aye.

What sort of an engine were that in there then Billy?

R-Yates and Thom put it in you know. [W&J Yates of Blackburn, 1887, before they became Yates and Thom. It was a double tandem with slide valves and the sides were named 'Lizzie' and 'Minnie']

What did they name the cylinders?

Oh, I don’t know.  They were all them wood lags and brass round you know.  They were nice, I know that, aye.  They’d be t’same like as yours in a way they were the same.  They were like two cylinders at each side to see to.  But you know they hadn’t them valves that you have that clicks.  [Corliss]

Aye, Corliss.

R-Well, you have them, they click back don’t they, these had to go like that you see. [demonstrates sliding motion]  

Aye, slide valves.

R-Well, after a time they drove Brooks wi’ ropes.  Now let me see, how did they do, I know, they let some big rope wheels into the wall, there were two big wheels for these ropes you see and they drove ‘em wi’ ropes and then in the end they put a little engine in in the same room as t’other one at far end, from a firm in Bolton.  Then the ropes went reight away on the engine house side reight on to Brooks lineshaft, it were a fair long way you know but it took the weight off the old engine then.  Now they had 1200 loom on [originally].  Three firms had brought 1200 looms [and the engine was sized for that] but  [with brooks 400] they had 1600 looms on.

Who owned Long Ing then Billy?

Long Ing Shed Company.  [First room and power company in Barlick] Rushworths frae Colne were shareholders, and some of the old Barlickers.  Robinson Brooks brother, William Brooks, he lived in Station Road where that building society has its office opposite the Liberal Club.  [Croft House opposite what is now the community Centre]  Old Willie Broughton and all.  A lot of them that founded the Calf Hall Shed Company.

You started work at Long Ing didn’t you Billy?

R-I started work at Long Ing, half time, when I were ten years old. I’d half a crown a week [twelve and a half pence]  and a penny for meself.

Who paid you the half crown Billy?

R-Well, I tented for a chap wi’ six loom.  I were what I call a tenter and he paid me half a crown and a penny for meself.  Aye, I went at morning one week and school in th’afternoon and vice versa the week after you see.

What year did you start there Billy?

R-[Billy gets a bit mixed up here but settles on the following]  I were ten and I was born in 1882 so it was 1892.  Aye, I went in wi’ me aunty to learn to weave at nine at Saturday morning at Long Ing.  Aye I went in at Saturday mornings after breakfast.  They worked seven while twelve then at Saturday morning.  I went in wi’ me aunty to learn to weave.  Well, when I were ten I were ready for tenting you see, me uncle were the manager and I started tenting reight on me birthday you see.

Which firm were you working for Billy?

R-Robinson Brooks.  Built Westfield.  In 1911, Brooks and Slaters were directors of that mill.  It cost £24,000 to build it.  What would it cost today?

God knows Billy.

R-I’ll tell you how I know because one of Robinson’s lads used to come up to me desk in the tape room to do some writing and he told me.

So you got to taping at Westfield?

R-I taped there then, I taped there for thirty two year.  I went there in 1911 or 1912 when it started.  It says 1911 over the cart race for Westfield but then it might have been 1912.  I were there 32 year, well until 1943.

Where were you born Billy?

R-Up in Newtown where Elmer’s chemist shop is now. It were two cottages then you see and they’ve made it into one shop now.  They belonged to me uncle did them two cottages and he and me grandmother lived in one and me parents and us lived in 22 Newtown.  That there ironmongers shop [Elmer’s] weren’t there then.

What did your father do for a living Billy?

R-Well he used to weave at Wellhouse when Old Billycock had it up to Robinson Brooks starting in Clough.  There were 400 looms in Wellhouse I know, I can tell by the roof where they were and t’other were all spinning.  Butts and here.  Billycock lived at Newfield Edge.  Well I can tell they had two beam engines at Wellhouse, they’d one for this wing and one for that.  There’s a tank on top of one of them [engine houses] now.  Well I used to watch the governors going round on this wall side, it’s chopped off now to build a shed.  Them governors were old fashioned ‘uns they went like that and I used to stand watching it through the window when I were a lad you know, I’d be four or five year old.  [1886/87. Wellhouse was built in 1953]

They pulled them engines out in about 1895 didn’t they?  [demolition was 1890 and engine was installed and started in 1891. Calf Hall Shed Company bought the mill and one condition of them buying it from the Craven Bank was that the bank demolished the old beam engines and scrapped them. CHSC had to build a new engine house and install a modern engine. This was to safeguard the bank loan, if CHSC failed they wanted to have a modern mill to sell.]

R-Aye, well I can tell of ‘em dismantling ‘em and chopping them storeys off.  You can see the wall boxes in the wall where the shaft used to come through.  I used to go down wi’ a truck for a hundredweight of firewood for ninepence, we used to go to the gasworks to weigh it.  Aye, oh my God, pitch pine window sides, pitch pine, it were grand stuff.  We used to go down wi’ trucks us lads you know, ninepence a hundredweight, aye.

Did your mother weave Billy?

R-No, she came from down South.  Now me dad worked there as a weaver first, he were cousin to Robinson Brooks you know.  You see they were all one family.  Now when Robinson Brooks started to weave in Clough Shed he went weaving there up at Clough because this finished. [Wellhouse was closed after Bracewell Brothers failed in 1887]  Now when they went down to Long Ing we were coming on wi’ three or four of a family on us.  Robinson said [me dad] he mun learn to tackle, so he learned to tackle and he had a little set you know, he’d happen make about thirty bob a week then, I don’t know.  Now when he’d getten a family of about six and Brooks had got a tape, he were for giving up and going to Earby to start on his own so Robinson Brooks said now then Jim, tha’s got a lot of childer, we’ll get thee learned to tape.  So Thomas Henry that were leaving learned him to tape you see for two, maybe he charged him £2.  So he taped at Long Ing until 1911 and when Robinson Brooks went to Westfield and got 900 looms, it wanted two tapes then.  He gave over you see, he didn’t want to go he said I’m not going to work in a shed, there’s no windows at t’side.  They were at the top, he said I’m not going, it’s like a prison is this.  Well, he were reight you see, they had them there does, [north lights] Well says Robinson, they’re modern!  It’s lighter!  But you know you couldn’t see owt.  He he he! [Quite a common complaint, workers liked to see the outside world]

So what did he do then Billy?

He worked, well, he went weaving a bit, aye.  Off and on like  Aye, he used to go on’t spree a bit and he’d be off a while, him and Tom O’t Edge happen, aye.  Me dad worked at Widdups down at Moss and Old Tom O’t Edge were beam to beam to him, did you ever know Tom O’t Edge?

No.

R-He were, he he he!  They used to go on’t spree you know, nobut twopence a pint then.  Me father once, me father went , Christmas was nobut a day then, just Christmas Day, there weren’t no Boxing Day holiday, you worked on Boxing Day.  Well he set off, me mother says yer father’s gone to his work, by God he’s done all right.  Well, he landed back.  Me mother says what’s to do?  Well he says, Tom O’t Edge hasn’t come to work!  When he saw Tom hadn’t come he turned round and comes out! Ha ha ha!  There were some pubs you know, in them days, they were open all day and they used to go on’ t’spree a lot of ‘em and they were in all day from morning till night.

How did they manage to afford that Billy, did they save up or what?

R-Well you know, twopence a pint, they’d get six pints for a shilling.  You know if they got a couple of bob off their wives, well, they’d twelve pints you see.  Their wives ‘ud happen give ‘em a couple of bob you know wi’ a bit of playing heck and all sorts you know.  They’d work regular and happen be nearly teetotal you see while they’d saved up a bit of brass you know.  Happen a couple of pound and then they’d blow the lot, aye, and happen strap a bit as well, aye.  Ha ha ha. ['Striking t'rant']

How many children were there Billy?

R-Eleven and there’s six living yet.  I’m the eldest of the eleven.  Me sister’s eighty six and the next is eighty four, me brother and me next sister’s eighty and me brother Ted’s seventy eight.

Aye and when you lived in those cottages on Newtown there, Albert Road wouldn’t be built.

R-Oh no, Just where Elmer’s ironmonger’s shop is on the corner there were a big wall and a gate and Spen Thornton and Sam Heap had some land there which was a plasterer’s yard wi’ all their drain pipes and all sorts, and it were railed off and all t’other was a field right up to the station.  Now this side, where that there fancy shop is wi’ all that stuff in it you know [The Occasion, opposite corner to Elmer’s]  There were a laithe [barn] there and a slaughterhouse next to it and they used to kill there you see.

Who ran the slaughterhouse Billy?

R-Well, before I knew owt it were a [William] Baldwin [1871 census, William Baldwin was 49 years old, farmer of 16 acres employing one man.  Address was Wellhouse Farm on Church Street.] but in my knowledgeable time it were the Cooperative there were a chap called David Raw, his brother were John that had the farm opposite old Coates Mill at that time.  John and his brother David used to kill there, aye.  Now us young ‘uns, at t’back there were a yard and we could see reight into that slaughterhouse and we used to watch ‘em pull ‘em out wi’ ropes out of the shippon and it used to take two or three to pull ‘em out.  They used to pull t’nose down to a ring in the floor and they had an axe wi’ a do on the end about like that,  [Billy describes a poleaxe] and they used to hit ‘em here [indicates middle of forehead] and they used to miss sometimes and hit ‘em in the eye.  Aye, it were a pity to see them.

What sort of a going on did you have when you were a child Billy?  Were you hard up when there were 11 of you at home, they must have taken some feeding.

R-Well, when we got to eleven I started earning a bit you know and me father addled [earned] about 35 bob a week.

That ‘ud be a good wage then?

R-Aye, but I don’t know how she managed, course they all used to get in debt a bit.  The Brooks family, they were old fashioned grocers where Greenwoods tailors shop is now, Greenwoods. [Chris Brooks and Son of 23/25 Church Street in Barrett’s Directory of 1887.  In 1871 census they are on Newtown and described as Christopher Brooks and William Proctor Brooks aged 18 shop man, grocers and drapers.] Brooks had that, Robinson Brooks old father (Christopher?) they started there and they’d supply you wi’ owt, they were old fashioned grocers.  They’d supply you upstairs wi’ a pair o’ breeches for childer or owt.  Now you allus had a shop book you see.  If you couldn’t pay it all it went on to another week and they were never straight while they got their childer up, course they’d clock sommat down for interest you know.  Well there were lots of big families in Barlick at that time and they all got into weaving and then they got straight and bought their own houses you see.  That’s how they did it, aye.

Can you remember much about the house in Newtown Billy?  How many rooms were there in it?

R-There were two bedrooms, a kitchen and a living room.

How about carpets and such?  Did you have carpets in those days?

R-There were no carpets at all, nobut a rug, a peg rug and they were all flag floors and they used to get sand, Aye, all sprinkled wi’ sand and when you were walking about wi’ clogs on they used to crrrrrr on the sand, aye.

Can I ask you a few questions about your mother and the house?

R-Oh aye.

Can you remember any of the furniture Billy?

R-Well there were an old fashioned table you know and an old fashioned chair for father to sit in and there’d be one or two old fashioned chairs wi’ them backs you know.  Didn’t bother bout furniture then, there were no furniture.  There were them old fashioned mahogany drawers you know, about that high. [Indicates about 3ft6”]  You know wi’ big wide drawers in, aye, they nearly all had them in those days, aye.

How about curtains Billy?

R-Well there weren’t much, there were more paper blinds in them days but there were like odd curtains.  There were none of that stuff [lace curtains?] and they all had blinds wi’ a roller and they pulled it wi’ a cord you know round a bit of a wheel at the bottom.

How did your mother wash Billy?

R- Th’old do with a dolly, aye.  You know in a big dolly tub.  Aye, and an old fashioned wringing machine, wood rollers.  Isaac Levi used to sell ‘em, they had his name on you know, big heavy cast iron.  They were made in Keighley.  There were a big shop at Keighley for making them.

You’d have the job of turning that with being the eldest?

R-Well I used to, but I don’t know, they weren’t that bad to twine considering.  They were geared very fair, aye, they had a little wheel on the big handle , a little gear wheel you know and they went into big ‘uns.  Well, it helped you on a bit you see.  Oh aye.

What sort of a life would you say your mother had in those days?

R-Well, when I look back it were a hard life because you know there were all them mouths to feed.  I wish I had a photograph, my sister has one where we were all on.  [I had one] but I must have lost it, but she’s got one that’s framed, I would like you to see that.  Aye, tis a grand ‘un.  We were taken wi’ a chap…  I’d be about nineteen and they were all on, me mother and father sat there, aye, I wish I had one to show you, aye.  Well you know, we had New Years Day.  Harry Slater that owned Clough, they lived across on that terrace, whatever did they call it. [Mitchell Terrace at the bottom of Barnoldswick Lane, now called Manchester Road.]  We used to go up to Harry Slater’s at New Years morning for an orange apiece.  Aye, we used to go back and come through a gap, aye.  We once tried to go twice, Hey, you’ve been here before!  Hop it!  Aye, we geet an orange apiece.

They tell me Harry [Henry] Slater were a grand feller.

R-Old Harry Slater they called him.  I know where he’s buried, he’s buried in Gill.  He’s buried in Gill there down at the bottom, aye.

And he’d own Clough?

R-Well, aye, there were Fred Harry Slater, Joe Slater who had [married] Old Billycock’s daughter who lived at Newfield Edge. Ada.  Aye, he lived there, well he were one of Slaters.  There were Fred Harry Slater, he lived down at Carr Beck there, reight there going down to Horton.  And then there were Bumpy [Humpy?  Not clear but sounds like a by name.], another brother and Dick Carr Slater, he were another brother.  Oh aye it were Old Harry Slater, I were very young when he died but I used to hear ‘em talking about him you know, and I knew all his sons, all the sons you know, aye.

How old was your mother when she died Billy?

R-I think she were 78 or sommat like that and me father died at 62.

Can you remember what year they died?

R- I just forget what year now.  I haven’t a reight good memory for looking back to dates, I’ve to go and look at t’gravestones!  He he he!

It’s as good a way as any Billy!  You don’t do so bad, don’t worry about it.

R-I’ve a brother that could tell you that date to the day.  I’ve a letter there frae him from Blackpool, he’s 83.  Aye, we worked together, we had two tapes at Westfield, we worked together there aye.

How about school Billy?  How old were you when you went to school?

R-Five, same as they do.

Which school were that?

R- Wesleyans on Rainhall Road.

What were school like then.

R-Well of course it’s different in schooling today, I’ve been in a time or two, Miss Riding [Head mistress at this time. Billy used to go in to tell the kids about the old days.] made me some coffee one time.  I said it’s eighty year since I started here, eighty five year then.  That were four or five years since, they made me some coffee and I sung a song or two for ‘em that we used to sing when I were at school when we had Christmas concerts like.  I said I were in the ‘Fat Boys’ aye.  He he he!  Aye, I’ve been in a time or two.

Can you remember doctors coming and looking at you when you were at school?

R-Aye, I can tell of that, aye.  And when you got passed [for] half time you’d to go down to be passed wi’ t’doctor you know, in’t office.

Where did you go for that?

R-Down in’t mill.  Doctor ‘ud come, Dr Oldland it were, he’d come down to the office and they send for you and you go in.  Now then, he nobut looked at you you know, He says, Is this one of Jimmy’s?  That were me father.  Aye he says, He’s all right, aye, I can tell on him saying that.  And that were it.

So when you started working you started at Long Ing, tenting.

R-Aye, tenting at half a crown a week, aye.

How long were you tenting?

R-Well, wi’ me uncle Will being manager, he were the cut-looker but he were a manager, he were uncle to the boss (Christopher), he were me father’s uncle really but I allus called him uncle Will.  He had some hens up at Old Billy Nelson’s up at Clews. [Old Barlick name for Hill Clough up Esp Lane.] Reight up [Esp Lane]  aye.  Well he shoved me on for sake of [me dad] you see, he put me on to two loom afore I left [school?] afore I were thirteen, and he put another young lass to help me.  She did mornings one week and I did mornings the week after and then she did afternoons and we joined at the brass you see.  Well we made about eleven bob a week as a rule, we’d five and a tanner apiece.  [Tanner=sixpence]   Sometimes there were an odd halfpenny and she had the ha’penny one week and I had it the other.  They called her Clara Pickles, she’s dead now.  We joined at them two loom, me uncle put me on sooner than I should have for the sake of..[family]  

How long were you on two looms Billy?

R-Till I were full time and then I got three at 13 years old.  Then I got three loom, aye.  And then when I were 15, after about a couple of year, I got four loom but I weren’t one [for working at it] I were allus playing about a bit but if I made a pound a week I used to get a penny in the shilling pocket brass, one and eight pence.  [20 old pennies] 

And could you make a pound a week on four looms then?

R-Well, a good weaver ‘ud make twenty four bob on four loom you know but such as us, we were always tinkering about wi’ keys and all sorts you know, we’d do owt but weave.  Aye, well I got to be about sixteen years old I started to learn to tape with me father.  At night when he worked over you see, and at dinnertime.  Well, I could hardly lift a warp out you know then, well me uncle come up, he says He’s too young to lift warps out.  Well, anyway, I went on and on of course.  Me father and mother, they’d getten us all up then [reared the family] , they used to go to Southport for a week and put me on to do you see, aye, they had a week at Southport, aye.  

And he’d leave you running the tape?

R-I run his tape.

How old were you then Billy/

R-Seventeen.

That were young.

R-Aye, it were young, aye.

You must have been a good man.

R-Well, I’d happen be eighteen or not so far off, I were alreight aye.  Well, me father says to me, he says I’ve seen an advertisement where you can get a suit for 18/6 at Newcastle on Tyne and they’ll send you a form to measure wi’.  (Did you ever remember anything like that?, I don’t think you, happen you wouldn’t.)  he sends for a form and it showed you how to measure, eighteen and a tanner apiece, a suit, waistcoat an’ all.  Well this form comes and I measured him you know, suit come and he put it on but it were a bit tight like.  I said I think I’ve measured a bit short…  Well, they were going to Southport for a week on the nine o’clock train in’t morning.  Well, when they went up you know [for the train], me father called in t’Con’ Club you know, it were open.  Your father’s going to be late, it’s time, train’ll be going, guard’s ready for whistling, he’s allus like this!  Aye.  Well father comes running round and you know, they had to step up into the carriages you know, off’t platform.  Crrrrrrr! (sound representing tearing cloth.)  It tore all t’way down!  He he he!  Aye.  Course, they were made of shoddy stuff you know.

(Laughter from Stanley)

R-Me mother laughed, Eh, just look!  There’s nowt to laugh at, isn’t this.  Me setting off!  She had to pin him up you know, to pin this do up, aye, she telled.  Eh, there were some dos!  Aye, in th’old days you know when t’Blackpool trip went at t’morning, you know, about half past seven you know.  There used to be all th’old men about town you know same as Bill Sagar you know what built th’houses, they used to be there you know.  They used to get cigars you know, aye, aye.  They used to wave ‘em off you know, aye.  Joe Standing and all them you know, aye.  Oh aye, there were some characters in them days, they were colourful characters and they were amusing.

They had hard lives an’ all Billy?

R-One Sunday morning I thought it sounds a bit funny, it were soon on, sounds to be a lot of carry on outside, there were a whole crowd out in’t road.  And it seems that there were a chap called Dr McTackham  [Billy’s pronunciation.  Barrett for 1899 has a Rev. McCallum, a Baptist Minister, could this be him?] or sommat, he’d knocked a damn great top stone of that wall.  He said There used to be a road here, reight onto t’canal bank.  I’m barn to open it again, and he prised a big [stone] wi’ a crowbar.  Well, t’police had to come and stop him you know.

Whereabouts was that Billy?

R-In Newtown.  Aye, he he he!  There used to be a road down here he says and I’m barn to open it out again, they’ve shut it up!  Well he gets this crowbar you know, crash with this here, aye, there used to be some fun!  At Saturday night when t’pubs turned out there were nearly allus somebody locked up every Saturday night and they brought ‘em down at Monday morning frae t’police station for t’first train to Skipton, aye.

To go up to court.  What were drunk and disorderly?

R-Aye, aye.  Eh aye.  There were, o’course, we, us as youngsters, we used to make us own entertainment and us own amusement you know.  We’d make a big ring in Newtown reight in t’middle o’t road and play at tops, you know, whip and tops.  You put a top in there in the middle and we had to whip us top into the ring and if it stopped in that ring yours took it, took t’top aye.  There were no traffic you see.  We could play at owt in the road, ‘cause there were nowt coming you see, aye.  Eh aye, we used to set off to Gisburn wi’ hoops you know wi’ a picking stick for a knock you know.  And then we’d get old Stevie Parker [blacksmith on Skipton Road, Barrett 1902]  blacksmith to put us a guider on you know for your…. Aye.  [‘guider’ was a metal hook that you allowed the iron hoop to roll through and was used for steering]  Oh happen twelve, twenty of us all set off to Gisburn aye, and back again, aye.

Can you remember any music at home when you were a lad Billy.  Were there any musical instruments in the house.

R-Well there were in Barlick, a good band in Barlick at that time and me father were in it and he were the secretary for it aye.  Aye, there were a good band in them days, all Barlickers, aye.

So your dad ‘ud play an instrument?

R-He played tenor horn aye.  He’d be in the band twenty odd year aye, aye he were.  I remember him going, when I were quite a lad, I were in bed and I heard the band playing through on Sunday morning, eh it did sound grand.  They’d been in Scotland to a contest and they’d landed back to Skipton and they came by wagonette you know, to Barlick and they played through at about seven o’clock in the morning, it were dark you know, aye, grand.  I remember all them does aye.  They used to have a flower show down at Brick School, it were all fields in them days.

What do you call the Brick School Billy?

R-Oh, it’s Ouzledale Club now you know at Fountain Street.  Well, before them houses were built it were a field and they had t’flower show in there and there were a band contest.  Black Dyke Band come once, aye, about six or seven bands marched through the streets there wi’ a board up wi’ their name on and that were about, I’d be about six it‘d be 1888.  I remember we lived there, they all come playing you know, aye.

So you’ll remember them building Albert Road?

R-Oh yes, there were a field there.

Those ‘ud be houses then wouldn’t they Billy.

R-All houses bar that shop at the end that Sneath has, at this end.  [John Sneath, hairdresser.  Barrett 1902.  Now Nutter's newsagents in 2000] That weren’t made into, it were built as a shop aye, they were all houses there, Bill Sagar built ‘em and he built Ivory Hall an all.  Sagar’s Chambers they’re called.  There’s a door if you look, if you go up Brook Street there by Redman’s you’ll see Sagar’s Chambers, Bill Sagar built them, aye, aye.  Oh aye, Joe Standing built some houses up here [Cornmill Terrace area?]  I think Proctor Barrett built these and that row across there all of them, Proctor Barrett, course you wouldn’t know them.

No, Proctor Barrett, I know a fair bit about him, he was one of the main men at the Calf Hall Shed Company.

R-That’s reight.

Aye, a bit of a case were Proctor I should think?  From what I’ve heard about him you know, from what I’ve seen written down about him, he were a bit of a sharp lad were Proctor weren’t he?

R-Well, they were old fashioned ‘uns in those days.  Proctor, he were a big church man, oh aye, he were.
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Aye

R-Is it on now?

Aye.

R-Is it?

Yes, it’s only like a loom Billy.

R-Aye.

There’s one tape recorded while you’ve been talking to me.

R-Oh have you?

Aye, don’t worry about that thing.

R-Well as you and me’s talked about the cotton trade I sit thinking sometimes and me mind goes back to when the cotton trade what you mun call its infancy you see.  In fact I had relatives who used to weave cloth in their houses and they had to take pieces to Colne to be paid, in a wheelbarrow or owt.  I’ve heard me uncle Will [Father’s uncle actually] tell about that.  He said that he lived in Newtown and when they finished a piece they used to wheel it to Colne to get paid.  Well, t’cotton trade of course it started that way, that ‘ud be early on in’t happen 1790 when it were, up to about 1820 when they started a building mills you know and run ‘em wi’ power.  Power looms, and folk rose up in arms again that, they said it ‘ud do ‘em out of a living if they were barn to , you know, have these here engines and looms going.  It’d do ‘em out of a living at home bit it, but instead of doing ‘em out of a living it made ‘em more you see.  Aye, they even went round in gangs at drawing plugs out of the boilers, they called ‘em plug drawers in them days, that were happen about 1830, at 1790 and 1800.  They called ‘em plug drawers, of course this is knowledge that I get off me grandfather you see.

You can remember your grandfather then?

R-Aye, aye.  Well of course time went on you know and Barlick were dependent on the cotton trade, there were just Clough and th’Old Coates Mill you know, that’s all there were and Old Billycock in them two mills you know, [Butts and New Mill, later called Wellhouse]   Well, they closed down [post 1885 when Bracewell died]  and Barlick, there were practically grass growing on the streets, aye.

Tell me something Billy, when Billycock died, why did they shut Butts and Wellhouse?

R-Well you see, I think his son weren’t much good [Christopher George Bracewell of Bank House, Coates]  he lived up at Coates Hall. [Billy has this wrong]  I don’t know whether he didn’t drink himself to death or not, there were sommat, I just remember sommat.  They called him young Billy or sommat and, no, whatever did they call him?  But I don’t think he were any good at business at all so it, you know, there were nobody to take ower that were reliable.  I think that he were a bit of a rake, of course I were a bit young then [Seven years old, CG Bracewell died 11th September 1889 aged 43 years leaving a widow and four children. Buried at Gill in a new vault built by E Smith.  Undertaker was Proctor Barrett.]  you know and didn’t take much notice.  It runs in my mind that there were sommat like that, that he come to an end some way.  Anyway, so of course there were practically grass growing in the streets in them days, there were nobut them, Clough and them looms, Brooks geet some looms and Pickles and them and then there were four hundred at Coates and they were lit up wi’ oil lamps were Old Coates in them days.  [Billy must be talking about New Coates because Old Coates was derelict in 1889.]  Aye, and them’s all there were.

Who had Coates then Billy?

R-A firm called Bell and Company frae Manchester, they were cloth agents, aye, Bell and Co.

And they owned it?

R-No, I don’t know who owned it but they used to run it, whether they owned it I couldn’t say. [Probably owned at that time by James Nuttall who built the mill starting in 1864 but delayed by shortage of capital so I’m not sure of the actual start date.]

Can you remember anything about Old Coates Mill Billy?

R-I can tell on ‘em pulling it down.

When were that, any idea?

R-Well it ‘ud be, as far as I can tell I think I should be about ten year old when they pulled it down  [1892]  No, I might have been, aye, about ten because I used to go down there and look at where the old water wheel were.  Now there were a chimney and there’d been an engine in and the chimney were like a sort of falling down.  It weren’t a big chimney, no there weren’t much, square one and there were four storeys and John Raw, that had that land, [Farmer at Coates Farm, Barrett, 1902] he used to store his hay in there.  He stored his hay in there off them meadows there round about.  And then it were pulled down.  There used to be a dam wi’, where Rolls has their car park now, it used to run that water wheel, oh aye.  I can tell of Old Coates mill that Tom o’th’Edge used to tell the tale about working there when he were a lad and he said they used to go in of a night and set the waterwheel on so as they could weave a bit for a bit of pocket brass.  Aye, they used to go and set it on their self, aye he did, aye.  Ha ha ha.  

Aye, to get a few more picks.

R-Aye, he says We used to go down and turn t’water on and weave a bit.  Aye, they wanted an extra pint or two you see, aye.  Well you know, it looks to me that that would be about 1850 when that mill were built or 1830, mmmm.  I think happen it ‘ud be built happen at beginning of cent, 18th century.  [Billy is obviously wrong here, it was earlier but the gist of what he says rings true.  1830 to 1850 sounds about right for water-powered weaving]

Aye, happen so.

R-Oh I can picture it, all t’windows were out you know.

Aye.  When your granddad was on about hand loom weaving, did they say anything about where they got their weft from?

R-Well I think it were brought round you know frae them that let you t’job you see.

Aye.

R-They’d bring you t’weft you know, same as in Bradford and there, these tailor firms, they let work out for tailors in their own homes and they take them the stuff.  I think it (the weft) ‘ud come round I think, me uncle used to tell me , I’ve heard him tell about him and his sister and me grandmother when they were young you know.  They used to weave in the house and he once telled me about going to Colne wi’ a wheelbarrow wi’ a piece on, aye, to get paid.

Can you remember seeing a hand loom in Barlick?

R-No. I don’t think so, no I don’t think I have, I don’t remember if I do.  No I think they’d getten all, I might have done and forgotten you see.

Yes.

R-Well you see t’cotton trade, as I said, in Barlick, it depended on’t cotton trade, there was nothing else and t’Calf Hall Company were formed and they bought Butts but it went under the name of the Barnoldswick room and Power Company, that were it’s first name [ CHSC started when they built Calf Hall Shed in 1889.]  It bought Butts and Wellhouse and partitioned them off into 400 spaces you see and that’s how Barlick started growing.  Aye, the cotton trade were sort of coming on and then Moss were built and Barnsey were built and t’Fernbank were built.  Now t’cotton trade in Barlick had getten to it peak then and it got ower the top and started steadily declining after that.

When would you say the decline started Billy?

R- Well it ‘ud start declining of course a long while, it ‘ud be about, it started declining slowly about 1940 or somewhere there, slightly but it worsened as time went on and they couldn’t get orders that ‘ud pay and there were part short time come on you know.  And then the government decided that it ‘ud be better if a lot of firms went out and it ‘ud be better, and it ‘ud enable them firms that were left in to keep going and they paid ‘em so much if they’d come out and break their looms up.  They’d give ‘em so much if they’d come out and they could have scrap iron price for their selves.  So a lot of firms decided on that and they paid ‘em so much a loom.  Well, that eased things a bit for a while and then of course it worsened again and then there were wholesale stoppages.  Then they brought that redundancy law in where they had to get paid you know where they never got nowt before.  And then, well, it gradually declined till there were three quarters of ‘em out.  I went to Rushworth’s once and they’d slays the height of a mountain in their yard, slays.

At Colne?

R-Loom slays, aye.  [Billy is right about this.  They had one pile of scrap looms at Primet Bridge as high as the viaduct and another large pile at a mill on the bottom road in Colne.  Local legend says they closed their gates during a royal visit to Colne and that they were paid by the government to maintain a stock pile of cast iron scrap as a strategic reserve.]

And you say that Rushworth’s from Colne, they were shareholders in Long Ing Billy?

R-They were, aye and they supplied all the troughing and the pillars.

When were it built?

R-In 1888 and 1890.  They used to come ower Tubber Hill with a traction engine and a chap waving a flag at t’front, he walked in front of it, aye.  And us school children used to go and look, Hey!  Road engine’s coming, we could hear it a mile off, sh sh sh sh, aye. Aye, I can tell on ‘em laying the foundations at Long Ing when I were five or six years old.  I can tell of going down a watching, a seeing you know, making them pillar beds.  You know I can just imagine it.

All dug out be hand Billy?

R-Aye, there were none of these….  There were nowt o’ that, no.  No they used to get through it.  Aye, there were 1200, three four hundred loom [sets] there.  

When you were working at Long Ing, how strong were the union Billy?

R-Well they were amalgamated to t’Northern Counties you know and Barlick, wi’ being on a branch line, they had a bit of a do of their own, Local Disadvantage.  They paid a bit less you see but after a while they wanted to do away with that.  They wanted it, it wouldn’t be above thruppence a week to ‘em you know but they went on strike for that.  Tanner a week it made difference happen.  And t’Northern Counties of course had to muck ‘em out you know.  They brought Long Ing out first, best shop I’ Barlick, they brought them out first.  Well, as time went on, folk come out of Lancashire and they get filled up, aye.

[Local Disadvantage was a situation initially agreed by manufacturers and unions whereby if a town had higher expenses by reason of being remote from the mainstream of the industry, both wages and room and power rates were lowered slightly to preserve the manufacturer’s competitive position.  By ‘folk came out of Lancashire’ Billy means weavers seeking work who came to Barlick to take the looms at a lower rate, in effect, strike-breaking.]

How long were they out?

R-Well, they brought Butts out next you know.  It went on for a year or two.  If you come out of Lancashire and they [the union members] saw you they’d offer you ‘loom pay’, two bob a loom, eight bob to keep out, what they called loom pay, aye.

Who paid the ‘loom pay’?

R-Northern Counties Textile Association paid it, aye.[I’m not sure about this, the Northern Counties Textile Trades Federation was founded at a meeting on 10th of February 1906.  See ‘THE LANCASHIRE WEAVER’S STORY’, a history of the Lancashire Cotton Industry by Edwin Hopwood.  Published March 1969 by the Amalgamated Weavers Association.  I think Bill means this association which was founded in 1858 and reorganised in 1884.]

So the unions were paying Lancashire weavers to keep out of the town?

R-Well aye, well these that come into the town you know, they, the unions in Barlick, if they saw them they’d offer ‘em loom pay you see, not to start.

So that they wouldn’t blackleg.

R-So they wouldn’t start but they all, eventually it all fizzled out, they [the mills] got filled up and they had to go back, aye.  Aye, under the same conditions as they come out.  Now, after that, these that had come out on strike, they [the manufacturers] wouldn’t have them no more you see, they black balled ‘em.  Manufacturers had an association of their own.  They had to flit out of Barlick to Nelson, up and down aye.  Folk had come out of Lancashire and filled them up you see.  I know one chap as I tented for a bit, him and his wife had ten loom making a reight nice do, reight narrow looms, 38” looms and they came out on strike.  They wouldn’t have ‘em back and they had to go working in Chatburn aside o’ Clitheroe there, pity aye, pity that.  Nice couple they were an all but they wouldn’t have ‘em back.

Was that fairly common Billy?

R-Aye.  Oh aye, there were whole families of weavers had to [leave], couldn’t get [work], they wouldn’t have ‘em back.

And what about the temper of the weavers then, you know what I mean, they were obviously fighting hard were the weavers, were they bitter about the job?  You know, did they…..

R- They were bitter at t’time you know and they used to boo in the street when t’bosses came through.  Boo..ooh..ooh you know when they used to see ‘em, aye.  Oh there used to processions through Church Street wi’, well it had gone off Long Ing then you know.  And it had shifted [to Butts] but us young ‘uns we used to go and walk through for us to be bood at you know.  There were folk, they’d old pea boilers and all sorts they were bumping through the street, owt.  Old tin tanks and all sorts.   Bill Crew that used to hev peas [ cheap fast food], he’d one or two old pea boilers that were buggered you know.  They’d go and ask him for ‘em and they were braying ‘em through the street you know when the weavers were coming out of Butts you know.  Aye, they were all mixed together through the street.  We used to go and fall in you know, it suited us.

What year were that Billy?

R-I’d be about fourteen then.

So that ‘ud be about 1896?

R-That’s reight, that’s it, aye. [Billy is spot on with his dates.  See ‘Lancashire Weaver’s Story’ by Hopwood page 58]

Can you ever remember there being any real trouble Billy?  You know, police called out and what not?

R-Oh aye, police were in the engine houses aye.  In Long Ing there were two policemen and slept there two year afore it, aye, they slept in’t engine house.

That were to stop sabotage like?

R-Aye.  Well, Bradley’s that were in’t Butts at far end, where Carlson Ford is now, they’d 400 looms and then they flit to Bankfield when it were built.  There were somebody slashed all the warps one night, they’d cut ‘em through, slashed all the warps that depth. [indicates 2”]  Aye, all t’lot during the night.

Because they were working?

R-Aye, that’s reight.  Aye, I remember that, mmmm.

Yes because I remember reading somewhere, well I’ll tell you where it was, it was in a book the union brought out called ‘The Weavers Knot’ [ I had this wrong it was THE LANCASHIRE WEAVERS STORY]  I don’t know whether you’ve ever seen it.  They said that at one time the police were brought in to Barlick and they acted so badly that there was a complaint made to the Home Office about them.  I can’t remember the date now but I think it were about 1900.  [1896 actually, same dispute that Billy is talking about. The Home Office replied that the police had only used 'reasonable force'.]

R-Well, the police come in you know and they [brought] mounted police once a twice for them does of a night.  Well you see there were some rough ‘uns come out of Lancashire, there were some rough ‘uns come out of Lancashire, they were engaged to flay [dialect for frighten] folk to death so’s they’d stop out you see.  There were that sort of thing went on.

So the unions ‘ud be bringing them in really.

R-The unions were paying them to come and intimidate ‘em.  Aye, you see me mother and father and another dozen were down in Syke House one night when they come in and started a [fight], you know, and police came and locked ‘em up and me father and him had to go down to Skipton and swear agin ‘em you know, aye.

When you say Syke House you mean Foster’s Arms pub do you?

R-Aye.  Oh aye, there were all that sort of thing went on aye, oh yes.  I saw t’cotton trade boom, I saw it get ower its peak and I’ve seen it decline, aye.

It’s nearly gone now Billy.

R-Well, I saw it.  I saw it when it made rapid strides into a boom period.  Although it were a trade were t’cotton trade where there were slack times when they weren’t buying on the Manchester Exchange, happen for a period and they had to go on short time.  What they called short time and then it ‘ud start and bounce up again and they couldn’t do [make] enough you know, they couldn’t, and t’price went up because of the demand for the stuff.  You’d go on a year or two like that and then there’d be another, it were allus fluctuating were t’cotton trade.  Aye, aye, there were a tremendous amount of Jews in the cotton trade.

In the buying side.

R- I don’t say they were manufacturers, they were jobbers you know.  They bought, they’d give you orders for cloth see.  They weren’t, they didn’t manufacture it but there were a tremendous number of Jews aye.

How did most of the cloth go out of the town Billy?

R-Well it used to go out in cloth vans frae t’station.

By rail.

R-By rail.  Down that wall side there, where you go into the car park [the wall backing on to the Fire Station]  there were a rail all the way down there and there used to be cloth vans [rail wagons] all the way down there and they used to, lorries you know, they [the mills] all had a horse and lorry.  They used to come up wi’ it at certain times, tha knows, and packed it in them lorries, them vans aye.  Well, as time went on they all got motors of their own and you see, they’d go wi’ a load of cloth and then they’d call at the spinning company and bring some beams or stuff back the same night.  That were so they hadn’t to wait on them coming to Earby and happen sticking there for a bit afore they got enough to bring down, you know what I mean.  [Rail traffic for Barlick would be detached at Earby and wait in the sidings there until it was convenient to move the traffic up to Barlick, a delay for the manufacturers.]  Aye, so that were an evolution that took place you see and then manufacturers started getting cars and before, they’d [The Manchester Men] get on a train at Barlick and have to get off, out, at Earby.  They’d go to Colne and then get into the [Manchester} train at Colne.  That [getting cars] saved ‘em bothering getting out at Earby and waiting of the train, they’d get it at Colne.  Consequently the Barlick line lost that, they lost all that trade do you see.  It’s a shame you know that that had to be pulled up.  Big shame it is.  Terrible, it’s a tragedy.

Yes, and when you were a lad that railway line, Barlick, t’railway line ‘ud be run wi’ Midland Railway Company wouldn’t it.

R-Well it were built wi’ Barlick Railway Company.  But Midland Railway Company ran it for them you see.  [Barlick Railway Co incorporated by Act of Parliament 1867.  Under an act of 1899 the Midland Railway Co purchased the undertaking for £52,500.  On 5th January 1900 investors with fully paid up £10 shares received £19-2-8 ½.]

Aye, something I came across Billy, when Calf Hall Shed Company bought Wellhouse Mill there must have been no water supply at the station and there was a pump used to pump water from Wellhouse Mill up to the railway station for the engines.

R-Aye well, there were a pump house down at Wellhouse there at t’back yonder.  You’d hear, you could hear it puffing away, it were a steam engine.  It used to pump water into t’dam frae out of that bore hole in the bottom, they’re filling it in now [the dams].  ‘cause they’re going to make a road through, it’s going to be an industrial estate is that land.  If you want a piece of land and want to build a factory you can, you see.

Aye, was there a borehole down on Havre Park?

R-Well it were, you know where that decorators, Bolton’s decorators shop is?  There used to be a pump there, just at t’side of there, there were a square wi’ railings round it and there used to be a pump in there but I never saw it working but I could, there were an old pump there.  Now there were a bit, just down from there, down towards New Mill Dams as we used to call ‘em, there used to be a little well there, there were a spring there but they’ll have drained it now I expect, but I think there were a pump there, oh aye.  Aye, I used to hear that pump puffing away, it were in a brick shed, it’s just getten tekken down this last year or two.  I think Silentnight’s taken it down.  You know they’ve … aye.  But I used to hear it puffing away when I were a lad.  

Aye, and when Calf Hall Shed Company took Wellhouse over they had a dispute with the railway company over how much this water ought to be and they stopped the pump.  It caused a lot of trouble because there were no water for the engines at Barlick Station.  [In 1905 in a letter from BUDC to the Midland Railway Company consumption was stated to be 32,500 gallons a week at 2/- a gallon]

R-No, no.  Well at t’finish there were a water crane there weren’t there.  It ‘ud be town’s water would that, I don’t know.

Yes.  And when you were weaving down at Long Ing Billy, did you used to have to carry your own weft?

R-Aye.

Yes.  And carry your own cloth as well?

R-Take your own cloth in and carry your own weft.

Yes.  What were you weaving down there, what were you weaving on, those cops that you were using for your shuttles, they’d be old mule cops wi’ no tube in ‘em?

R-No tube in, no.  There were no tubes in.  We’d have thought it were a God-send wi’ the stuff that they use now.  No, you’d to skewer ‘em.

Yes, and that was an art really wasn’t it, skewering a cop properly.

R-Aye, oh you had to skewer ‘em and aye.  Sometimes you know in them skips they’d getten twisted all roads you know.  Oh aye.

What did you do with your waste Billy when you were weaving, you know, in the early days when you started?

R-Well, at Brooks, you’d take your waste in at certain times and you’d tipple them on to a table and whoever it were, he’d look at them  and toss ‘em up and turn ‘em over and happen say sommat or happen not and then he’d shove ‘em into a skip and then t’next ‘un ‘ud come and tipple them on… aye.

And if they thought you had too much they’d say something?

R-Aye, he’s say sommat.  Anyone who’d made a lot of bad waste you know, when he’d finished taking waste, he’d [the person who had made the waste] go and dump it in that skip when he’d gone.  He he he!  I did that trick meself.

Aye.  I’ve heard that the toilets used to get bunged up fairly regularly.

R-Oh aye, aye.

With putting waste down the lavatories.  How strict were they?  How strict were they with you Billy, the overlookers, you know like starting times and what not.

R-Well aye, in the old Billycock days if you look at that big entrance there [at Wellhouse Mill] there’s a little door at the side on it, have you noticed?  Well they called that the Penny Hoil and if you were late you’d to pay a penny there and you’d get in and get back into the [thoroughfare, the main entrance into the mill]  Aye, if you look you can see where the step were worn with clogs if you look.

Aye, that’s the doorway into Brown and Pickles’ office now, the Penny Hole because they have this end now, round the runway.

R-Well, it led back into the main do where…

Yes, it still does.

R-You see the [main] gate ‘ud be shut, you’d have to go in there and pay, they called it the Penny Hoil.

Yes.  Now, about tramp weavers Billy.  If you were late was there such a thing as landing in and finding somebody on your looms?

R-Well, there’d happen be three or four weavers waiting and’t manager of course.  If it were somebody at…he’d use his discretion a bit you know and he’d go into t’shed and if they hadn’t come he’d say….  It ‘ud all depend who you were.  If it were one that were customarily late you know, well he’d bezel [dialect word for penalise or punish]  him but if it were one that hadn’t been late afore, well, he’d wait a bit you see, depends.  I dare say in Lancashire they were a bit more stricter than what they were in Barlick, at that time.

Were they mostly women that were weaving then Billy?

R-Well there were as many men as women, in fact there were more men because in them days women couldn’t go to work, they had too many children you see.

And if you were off work were there any dole then?

R-No.

When did t’dole start?

R-I think it started about, it ‘ud start about 1930 I think or sommat like that. [Unemployment pay and sickness benefit was introduced in 1911 for certain trades]

Now my first pension were ten bob.  [A bit of confusion followed here, Billy got mixed up over dates]  Aye, when I were 65 it were ten bob.  Aye it were five bob at start.

How did you go on on them days Billy, like round about the beginning of the century, 1900, 1910, if you got injured at work, if you were hurt at work, could you draw.

R-No there were nowt.  No I don’t think so, I don’t remember, but there were no compensation then as far as I know.  [WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT. The 1897 Act made employers in certain dangerous trades including factories, quarrying, mining, railways and building financially liable for all accidents to workers in the course of their employment.  Previously, under the 1880 Employer’s Liability Act they were only liable for injuries arising from negligence.  The 1906 Act extended the principle of general liability to all trades and some industrial diseases.]

R-Now in later years Barlick formed one of their own.  It weren’t, whether it were parliamentary orders that they had to… they had to have a private one if they wanted.  Now of course it’s like, it’s national now you know.  But at later years Barlick manufacturers formed a compensation of their own. [I think Billy is talking about the Barnoldswick Manufacturer’s Association here.]  They had a secretary you see, one of their own lot and you had to apply to them if you wanted , if you had an accident you know.

And they wouldn’t be the best men at giving money away would they Billy.

R-No, he were a bit of a tight ‘un that ran it, aye.  You’d happen get a pound a week, sommat like that you know.

Can you remember who the secretary was Billy?

R-Aye, Chris Brooks.  Christopher Brooks, Westfield.

When you were down at Long Ing, weaving down there, can you remember any women ever bringing their children into the mill, like when they were breast feeding, and bringing them into the mill so they could have their children with ‘em and run looms at the same time, would they let them do it?

R-No, I never saw that.  These women that were feeding their breast children somebody minded ‘em for about four bob a week.  And they’d go up possibly at dinner time and let ‘em have a suck and then they’d go back for them at night.  I never saw them bring ‘em into t’factory, no.

Yes, I’ve heard of it but I don’t think it happened so often.

R-I don’t think it happened, never, I never remember it.  It might have done in later years I don’t know.  I don’t think so.

When you were down at Westfield Billy taping, what sort of tapes were they?

R-Butterworth and Dickinson frae Rosegrove.

What were them at Long Ing, were they Butterworths?

R-They were Howard and Bullough’s from Accrington.

Aye, Howard and Bullough’s.  That’s what we had at Bancroft.  What did you use for your size Billy?

R-Sago flour and tallow.  China clay, wheaten flour, sizing flour aye, but they give over using china clay after I left and flour and all, they just used sago flour.

Sago flour and tallow, that’s all we use now.  [At Bancroft]

R-Aye.  We used to put china clay in, it used to dry the damn twist up.

Aye, put a bit more weight in it Billy.

R-They were like flour millers sometimes, aye.

During the First World War can you remember, were things ever bad for food during the First World War you know?

R-Well, aye, Well you know you were rationed you know, with everything.  You got coupons you know, you’d only ten pennorth of meat a week.  Ten pennorth of meat a week, that’s all.

So that were rationing in t’First World War?

R-Aye, first, aye.  Now Second World War, I were in a Blackpool boarding house and we used to do very fair there wi’ a bit of dodging, aye.  Aye, they used to come wi’ their ration books you know and I used to take coupons out you know, if they hadn’t been cancelled before they come and I used to spend them and I had ‘em allowed for through the Food Office you see.  Aye, I used to go out with these coupons, I used to get a load of stuff and then at the quarter end I used to send in me returns, I’d getten rations for ‘em.  You see they granted us at our house, they granted us rations for thirty people you see.  Well, if you’d nobbut twenty six folk coming I’d draw t’lot and then you used to send your tea coupons up and I’d put down ten more than there were and it used to come off, but one time it didn’t and they wrote back and said you’re ten coupons short, he he he.  ‘Oh, that’s what I used to…..’  And then they allowed you a hundredweight of sugar to make jam on.  Well we never made jam, we hadn’t time to bother making jam.  A damn sack of sugar used to come, aye and about half a dozen cases of that there evaporated milk, oh yes.

How did you feed when you were at home on Newtown Billy?  Were there plenty to eat?

R-Oh aye, they used to mek th’old do, sheep head and offal stew and all sorts.  There’d be bowls of stew in’t cellar wi’ that white fat on top.  Sheep head and offal mixed, reight grand stuff aye.  And then at baking day at Thursday there were a tin of black pudding about that size, about that depth, black pudding, brown crisp at t’top and it were cut in squares, see, thirteen wi’t father and mother. Aye, By God it were good were that.

Aye well, you’d be handy to the slaughterhouse for the blood.

R-Geet pig’s blood!  I went for pig’s blood oh aye.  And then they’d get cockles and mussels for tea once a week.  Two quarts of cockles and mussels, they used to come round wi’ ‘em in a barrow.  ‘Cockles and mussels alive alive o!’  You know I’ve heard all that.  Aye.  

They would come in on the train would they?

R-Ah yes.  Aye they used to come in sacks on the [train], they used to tipple ‘em on the platform, you’d see ‘em on [the station].  There were a chap called Tom Brown, he were a greengrocer, by God he had a voice, they could hear him up Weets of a quiet morning.  If you were on Weets you could hear him in Barlick shouting, hey, what a bloody voice, ‘apples and oranges!’  Tom Brown they called him, eh God he had a voice! Aye.  

How about chapel Billy, were they chapel-goers your parents?

R-Oh aye they were.  Aye, all the chapels were fairly well filled in them days, aye they were.  There were some good singers used to come at what they called their choir sermons you know.  Eh there were some!  Wesleyans, Walter Lawley, lovely tenor singer, they were packed out.  There were a certain rivalry among churches who gets the biggest collection, aye and there were a certain rivalry at Whit Monday who had most scholars walking, they counted ‘em.  Baptists used to have the most.  Aye, Bethesda Baptists.

Aye, which chapel did you go to Billy?

R-Wesleyan.

Did your father go?

R-No

Your mother?

R-Well, she hadn’t the time, she never went though she used to be in the choir afore she were wed but of course she never went but she made us go.  We’d to go to Sunday school in the morning at nine o’clock and then go across into the chapel while twelve.

When you went to Sunday School did they ever teach you anything apart from, you know the Bible and what not?

R-Oh aye.  Well I don’t …  the superintendent used to do most good because when we were in those bits o’ classes you know, I don’t remember ‘em saying anything much about Jesus Christ or anybody else but t’Superintendent ‘ud give an address that we used to be, you know, aye.
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Now I’ve been thinking a lot about what you were saying during the week and I was talking to Newton and I told him that you said about there being an engine in Old Coates Mill because he weren’t sure.  You said something else that interested me Billy.  You were saying that at Clough Mill you remember seeing a beam engine in there.

R-Yes, I can tell of that.

Can you tell me about that, because you were telling me the name of the engine driver as well.

R-It were Mark Brown at that time, I remember, there might have been another after, I don’t know but it were Mark Brown and he lived on Rainhall Road, I can tell you th’house and his son and I went to school together, we were in the same class and he used to say to me Come on, let’s go and see me father up at Clough, and we went up and we waited until he stopped and then we come home together.  We went many a time there, aye.  [Billy’s recollection fits in with what we now know about the engines at Clough(December 2000).  The Furneval engine was installed 1879/80 and though it started and replaced the old beam, this was not taken out because we know from the GS information about the Cotton Times report of 1891 that they tried to restart the beam to replace the Furneval which was obviously uneconomic.  This coincided with disputes about pay in the town due to the manufacturers trying to extend the terms of ‘Local Disadvantage’ so we can safely assume that the trade was tight and margins were low.  This attempt to switch back to the old engine failed because the beam engine was ‘too tight’ but it seems obvious that they did succeed because the mill ran until 1913 before the new BI engine was installed even though the Furneval was sold to Whalley in 1900.  So we can be certain that Billy was right, the beam was in place during his schooldays and if he is talking about when he was nine or ten years old he could have seen it working.]  

And that were a beam engine were it Billy?

R-It were a beam engine.  I know just where it were too but of course it’s pulled down now.  It weren’t far off the boilers, it were just at th’end o’t boiler house where it were situated but of course it’s pulled down now you know, aye.  But it were Mark Brown, aye, Mark.  I can, they lived on Rainhall Road, they’re made into shops now you know, about third round t’corner they lived, there were Willie Brown they called the lad, he were th’only lad they had, aye.  And Mark used to be washing hissel’ you know, ready for stopping it, so he could just shut t’door and off you see.

Aye, that’s it.  So it didn’t tek a lot of stopping then?

R-No.  Well he did t’firing an all you know.  I don’t remember a fireman.  I remember a fireman in after years, one o’ Demains did it.  Well of course, I’d a granddaughter who worked, wove there a bit and I once went in and it were one o’ Demains, he might be dead now, aye.  He were, …. But I think them other engine’s were put in then you know, I don’t think that beam engine were in then.  They were them under that tank weren’t they, there were a tank up at t’far…. Well, I think they’d be under there wouldn’t they, them engine’s that were put in.  They’d be horizontals wouldn’t they, aye.

How old would you be about then Billy?

R-Well, when Mark, when I were going to school, we’d be about eight years old.

Aye, so that ud be about 1890 then?

R-Aye it would be, yes.  We went to school together, aye.  Yes.  I can tell on it as plain as it were yesterday, aye.

Something I wanted to ask you from last week Billy.  What were your father’s name?

R-James Brooks.

What was your mother’s name?

R-Annie.  Annie, but her real name were Anna but they allus called her Annie.  Her maiden name was Watkins and she come from down in Hereford or down that way.  She had a brother lived down there who were a farmer and she had a brother at Wem in Shropshire called Tom Watkins.

How did she come to be up here Billy?

R-I don’t just know but she came to live up Town Head somewhere, up opposite, what do you call the house , Old Billycock’s?

Newfield edge.

R-Newfield Edge aye, she lived somewhere up there wi’ a couple.  Like, they kind of adopted her in a way, called Chadwicks, aye.  He were a mason and they went to Southport into a guest house after that did that couple.  Now she gets married to me dad do you see, aye.  And she were a red-cheeked lass you know, healthy, and she had eleven children.  I think I get me good health off her ‘cause she were nobbut about twenty one when I were born but of course I, I nobbut heard about it as I got to know her, she allus had red cheeks and …. Aye.

Aye.  Your first job when you left school Billy was down at Long Ing Shed wasn’t it?  Can you remember any of the names of the firms that were in Long Ing when you started?  Who were weaving there?

R-Yes.  [Billy had misheard me and starts talking about individuals and families who worked there.]  Well aye, I could name a lot, aye, I could name a lot.  There were Dick Wilcock and his wife and son, Joe Wilcock and he’d either one or two daughters.  I know where they worked when I were tenting for that chap, they worked a bit lower down, aye.  And then there were Bob Cryer and his wife Bella who I tented for.  At one time there were Jabez Soni(?), he finished up as a bookmaker and I think he were in a car accident or sommat.  Oh, I could go round there, There were Tillotson’s family, Bill Tillotson, they called him Bill Gads, Gads aye.  Well there were about three of them, they worked there.

Was it usual for a family, when they were weaving in a mill, was it usual for them all to weave together, like beams to each other?

R-Yes.  Aye, nearly , they nearly allus worked, odd times they couldn’t just manage it you know, but mainly they were together.  Aye, there were the Tillotson lasses, they had, there were a ten loom alley and a right old loom me uncle got me and another lass [when we were] half timers for two middle looms and there were four at each side, aye.  And then there were an old Barlicker called Maggie Barker, she married Jim Thornton at t’finish in later life.  And there were old Bill Pollard.  Jim Dux, they called him Dux, he lived at the back of the Commercial where that booking office is [bookmaker, betting shop], he lived there did Jim Dux and he had two lasses and they all worked there.  And then there were Preston Jimmy wi’ two daughters, they called him Preston Jimmy, he come from Preston, he must have, ha ha!  They all had a nickname you know had Barlickers in them days.  Aye.

Did you have a nickname Billy?

R-Nay I don’t think so, no.  I were like a bit young in them days.  Aye, Jim Dux, well that weren’t his name but they called him Jim Dux aye.

Who were the firms that were in there then?

R-Robinson Brooks.

How many looms did they have?

R-Brooks?  Four hundred and twenty one.

And who else was weaving at Long Ing then Billy?

R-Well, there were Ormerods, Slater Edmondson’s, Boocock’s and later on Jim O’Kits, Jim Edmondson, Jim O’Kits aye.  There were 1200 looms up that side, it were built for 1200 looms but they built an annexe for Brooks two year after it started, in 1890.  Long Ing were built in 1888 and them engines were put in by Yates and Thom from Blackburn [W&J Yates actually.  Yates and Thom didn’t amalgamate until later.] for twelve hundred looms and they spoilt t’job wi’ shoving another four hundred and twenty on to ‘em, it wasn’t made for that. [This was the extension built for Brooks]

You said it was oil lamps down there was it?

R-Aye, at Coates.

Oh, at Coates.  What was the lighting at Long Ing?

R-Gas, ordinary split burners, th’old fashioned split burners.  Aye and t’tacklers used to go round wi’ a lamp wi’ oil in and some holes in it and they used to touch it you know [the oil lamp] it used to smoke up, it filled th’hoil wi’ smook, aye. Ha ha ha!  Aye it did.  They were waiting on ‘em turning t’gas on you see wi’ them lamps, they were smooking, it were loom oil that they had in ‘em you know, wi’ wicks on and they just used to go round and touch ‘em you know.  And then there were a manager at that time after me uncle Willy had died (William Brooks) [the new manager was George Brooks] , he used to turn the gas on and you know there were a handle on it.  It were one of them with a mark across you know, [What Billy is describing is an old fashioned plug cock that turned 90 degrees to be fully open.  The mark he talks about was a line scribed across the top of the cock which corresponded with the hole through the plug.  When the line was aligned with the pipe the cock was fully open, when across the pipe it was closed.]   He used top turn it reight round and then he turned t’damned lot out you know and they’d to light ‘em again, aye, he did that regular!  (Laughter from both)  Aye he did, George Brooks they called him aye, instead of going back you know he turned it reight round you see and he’d shut it off and they’d all went out, they had to go round again aye.  (More laughter)  That happened many a time.

That ud be towns gas Billy?

Oh yes, it came from here.  [Billy’s house on Cornmill Terrace was alongside the gas works.]

And just to get it straight, you started your working life, you started weaving at Long Ing Shed.

R-Aye, half time.

Yes, and then in between, before you actually started taping, did you go to work at Coates Mill for a bit?

R-No, you see when I come to be (13) I’d four looms then and when I come up to sixteen I started going up to me dad at mealtimes and owertime at night and I gradually learned you see and then I used to do owertime for him when I got to be about seventeen and eighteen.  I used to do owertime and he went home do you see.  When t’Barlick holidays were coming, about a month before, he says Robinson, (that were’t boss) He wants us to keep warps in so’s folk can addle a bit for’t holidays and he says we can’t do it unless there’s owertime.  He says If you’ll do a month’s owertime while about eight at night I’ll gi’ thee a pound.  So I got a pound for that.  That happened many a time and he gave me a pound.  Well, it were a pound in them days.  Well you know I went to Blackpool for a week, I used to raise about four pound to go wi’ tha knows, aye.

Aye, I remember you telling me that a feller called Thomas Henry taught your father to tape.

R-Aye, well, he were an Earby chap and he come to start for Brooks and then he were going to start for himself at Earby along with one or two more Earbyers.  I don’t know what company they called it but he went to Earby so of course he learned me father to tape you see.  Robinson Brooks, [was helping Jim to get on]  you see me father had, he were tackling but he only had a little set of looms, it were split up that way you see.  Well he had a big family coming on you know and him and Robinson were full cousins so he were like helping him on that way and he said we’ll get thee learned to tape you see, aye, so that’s how he started.  That’d be about 1892 when he started alearning [sic] to tape.  I think Brooks had been going [at Long Ing] about two years then when this Thomas Henry wanted to go back and start for theirselves.

How big were a tackler’s set then Billy?

R-Well, there were about four tacklers for 421 looms.  Let’s see, there were Tom Smith, Wilson Horsfield, Matt Horsfield, well, there were three tacklers, I don’t know whether there were three or four I forget now.

Well, there’d be three and your dad wouldn’t there?

R-Aye, that’s right, aye.

You say that your dad only had a little set, how big was his set?

R-Well I think he’d have about eighty looms or sommat like that you know.  Seventy or eighty.

Would those looms that were in there, would they be plain looms or were there some motion looms as well Billy?

R-They were all plain 38” Coopers and 40’s and 43’s that’s what they were.  There were seventy Pillings looms that were made at Primet Bridge at Colne wi’ John Pillings that were brought out of Clough where they [Robinson Brooks] started wi’ ‘em.  In later years they took ‘em out and replaced ‘em wi’ Coopers, it were a shame, they were good looms and all.  They break ‘em up wi’ a hammer in’t warehouse and put some [more in].  It were all two up and two down, you know, plain, two up and two down.

Aye, that’s it, four shaft.  When a company moved Billy, I mean Brooks started at Clough didn’t they.  When they moved from Clough to Long Ing, who moved their looms?

R-Well I can’t say. I don’t know.

Well, during your time Billy can you remember seeing looms being moved about the town, you know, from one shed to another?

R-Aye, it were Herbert Hoggarth.  It were Herbert Hoggarth that moved ‘em nearly all, he died about six months since, he lived on Kelbrook Road.  It were Herbert Hoggarth, they were Salterforth folk and I think he had a brother that were’t engine driver at….

That’s it, George Hoggarth.

R-Aye well he’d be dead long afore.  Well Herbert Hoggarth had that mechanic’s shop on there [Wellhouse Road] Gissing and Lonsdale bought him out.  Well he did all the shifting when they were doing that shifting during that period you know.  And they were getting rent for nowt.  Twelve months for nowt wi’ power you know.

That’s interesting Billy.  That’s something I’ve been told before, that the shed companies would give somebody say three or six month’s rent free to get ‘em to move into a place.

R-Aye and they paid for the flitting of the looms.  Aye they did.

And I’ve heard people say that many a time firms would move from one mill to another just to get the free rent.

R-Well, it’s reight, you could, it nearly made you think so.  Well, Brooks, when they built Westfield Shed, they formed the Westfield Shed Company.  Now there were [the shareholders] Robinson Brooks, there were Billycock’s daughter and then Fred Harry Slater, there were three of ‘em.  Now we all, Brooks had nine hundred loom and they let 400 off to Whiteoak you see.  Now Whiteoaks must have flitten to Salterforth or sommat and they [The Westfield Shed Company] flit some new tenants in [According to Worrall for 1939 it was Procter and Company with 406 looms] and allowed ‘em twelve months free rent.  Well,  Chris Brooks didn’t like the idea of that, he said that they should have been allowed a bit of sommat when other firms could do that.  But they were outvoted two to one and told he was entitled to nowt because he wasn’t flitting.  The rent had been allowed solely to get the new tenant in.  You see Billycock’s daughter and Slaters had two votes and Brooks only had one so it didn’t come off.  Well, we’ll flit then [Brooks], we’ll flit, because they’d get free rent up at Calf Hall you understand me.  Well, now then, Wilfred Nutter took the room [at Westfield] and he wanted to rue [give backword] did Brooks but they said it’s too late we’ve signed wi’ Wilfred, so Wilfred got moved in from somewhere, Bankfield I think or somewhere for twelve month for nowt.

In Westfield?

R-Aye, to Westfield you see.

Yes, what date would that be Billy, any idea?

R-Well, let’s see, that would be , well it’d be about, war started in 1940 didn’t it, well it ‘ud be about 1938 as near as I can tell you, about 1938 aye.  Because t’war started about a year after they’d been up at Calf Hall.  They’d got their looms flit up to Calf Hall and twelve month for nowt.  Well now, the Rover Company took Calf Hall over then you know.  Now then, when Wilfred Nutter’s lease were up about twelve month or whatever it were, they [the WSC company] wouldn’t renew it, we want you out and we want to get back, aye.  So they get back into Westfield because in the meantime they’d bought t’others out and were sole owners of Westfield then were Brooks.  They bought them shares of Billycock’s daughter and Slaters and so they said out you go, aye, they got back, aye.

Aye.  How many pubs were there in Barlick in them days Billy?

R-Same as there is now.  There were Foster’s Arms, Railway, Commercial, Cross Keys and t’Greyhound, aye, just the same.

Aye, and the Seven Stars?

R-Oh aye, Seven Stars.

When you were a lad Billy, and you were living on Newtown, was Newtown paved?  Was it setts or were it a dirt road or what.

R-Well it were a limestone road and there weren’t a roller or nowt, but it used to get trodden down, I don’t know however it managed.  We had cart ruts for a while you know, that’s all.  [I think Billy might mean stones laid like a track for cart wheels to roll on.]  And in after years they paved it wi’ them little square setts.  Now they were like a new invention but they turned out to be slippery or sommat down that bit of a hill so that they covered ‘em over wi’ asphalt for a lot of years.  Well, when they were doing the road a while back they uncovered ‘em.

That’s it yes.  That’s what made me ask because I saw them when they uncovered ‘em.

R-Aye, well I can tell on ‘em putting ‘em down.  And they were considered, like some, and they did Station Road t’same way frae Railway corner down to the station.  They did that wi’ the same sort of stuff at that time, but they abandoned ‘em.  It were slippery.  Aye, they used to slip on it you know.  When it were frosty weather it were terrible you know.  And wet, even when it were wet weather.  Well, it made a good bed for them chaps [for the asphalt]  They left ‘em in where they were you know when they did Newtown about two years since.  I telled a chap that were doing it, I says I can tell on ‘em putting them in.  He says Can you?  I says aye. [The original setts that Billy is talking about were small granite ones and must have been imported to the town. The later sandstone setts from Tubber Hill quarries were better because they gave more grip. I have been told that the workers who laid those first setts were French and the pattern they laid was fan-shaped. They called that pattern 'Durex'.]

Was your grandfather a Barlicker Billy?

R-Aye yes, well no, no, his father [father’s father] were a farm hand and he were a bit of a scapegoat so he were always missing you know and me grandmother lived with me uncle [great-uncle actually], him that were t’manager you know. [At Robinson Brooks]  Well, she didn’t know where her husband were you know, he were more like a tramp at that time aye.  He lived in Yorkshire somewhere and he died and me father went to his funeral somewhere over by Grassington, over that way.  He were a farm hand you know, he’d work for different farms, he weren’t a chap that ‘ud settle down into a home you know, no, aye.

Do you think there were many like that then, that couldn’t settle down Billy?

R-There were.  There were part knocking about like them.  They were t’same as tramps.  They’d go and work for one farm for a bit and then they’d flit to another.  If they got stalled of one they wanted to be off to another, they were tramps you know.  Aye, at that time Irish men used to come over for th’haytime you know.  They used to come to the same farms every year frae out of Ireland and then they’d move down [the country] for the harvest you see.  There were one up at Coates, I were there three years and I used to watch ‘em out of the window you see, it were the same chap that come I could tell him, he wore a cap, I thought hello, he’s landed again.  Aye, I could tell t’same chap when he come out frae Ireland.  [In the 1950s the Irishmen still came for seasonal farmwork at haytime and I can remember farmers complaining then that the price for an Irishman had gone up to £50 for a month.]

Where did you see him from Billy?

R-Frae out of Coates windows.

Coates Mill?

R-Coates mill aye.

You worked at Coates for a bit then?

R-I worked three year, I went, there were a taping job got to let and I got it and I were there three year.  I’d thirty eight bob a week standing wage.  I’d started at thirty two bob.  They said we’ve paid thirty eight before but you haven’t had a machine before so he says How be if we give you thirty two for twelve month and then we’ll rise you?  I said Aye.  Well it were a lot , it were a good wage to me were that , every week bar th’holidays ‘cause there were nowt at th’holidays and no stamps to pay nor owt.  I’d thirty two bob and then at th’end of twelve month they put , I never said owt but they put it up to thirty eight and then in another twelve month there were a Mark Hacking starting at Barnsey and he wanted me to go wi’ him but I didn’t want.  He wanted me to start again at t’bottom you know.  He said How will it be like if you….  I thought I’ve done that once, I’m not doing it twice.  So they must have heard that Hacking were [after me] so he come to me did Walter Wilkinson and I says No, I’m not going.  He said Well, we’ll give you two bob of a rise, that’s two pound.  Well, I didn’t think much about it but when I look back it weren’t too bad.  It showed they wanted you to stop, aye.  So I get two pound a week aye.

Who was Walter Wilkinson?

R-He come from Earby along wi’, they were Earby chaps, there were Hartley King and him and another or two and they took Coates over off a chap called Jackson, they called theirself, they went back to Earby and they called theirself Seal Manufacturing Company at Earby. [Named after Seal Croft, a small piece of land in Earby near Albion Mill.] So I started for a new firm that were bahn [going] to take over just afore they went you see.  I did three year there and t’wife, my wife, were beaming for happen twelve month  [Billy was married in 1905 so it makes his dates at Coates as 1903/1906 approximately] at t’other side of the room, I used to set her clock for her, you know, for t’length.  And then they give over buying cop twist [and went over to] ring twist, beams you know so like they stopped winders and they used to buy ‘em in ring beams you know, aye.

Is that where you met your wife Billy at Coates?

R-No, she come from Barrow [in Furness] and there were no work in Barrow for lasses, they all had to go out to service and she were at Gutteridge Farm, towards Gisburn.  She were there and she had five bob a week as a servant and she’d to milk and do all sorts, she’d five bob a week.  Well she used to come in with Mrs Crook wi’ rabbits, they used to shoot rabbits ower theer, used to bring rabbits into Barlick and she came in a horse and trap wi’ her, there were no motors, no nowt you know.  And she let her, or somebody in Barlick [let her know what] they wanted, Mrs Hopkinson, old Jack Hopkinson’s widow, she were a bit of a cripple and so she went there, she left Crook’s farm and went up Park Road and looked after the woman you know.  That’s where I met her, aye.

What year would your wife move out of Barrow?

R-Oh well, she’d be about 19 year old, aye.  Her sister had been at Malham looking after an old woman called Mrs Dawson and she wanted to come back home and look after her mother and father, they all worked in steel works and so she got my wife to go wi’ this woman in her place but my wife used to say wi’ living in Barrow and she were nobbut 19 she said she used to lean on the gate of a night, dark night, and nobody about you know, thinking about Barrow and all.  So she left and come to Harry Crooks so’s she could get into Barlick.

What was your wife’s maiden name Billy?

R-Elizabeth Ainsworth

Aye, and so she were beaming at Coates while you were taping.

R-She were aye.  Beamer give ower, he were bahn to give ower, it were Matt Holden, I don’t know whether you knew him or not.  He were giving ower and so, me wife were winding then, so Walter Wilkinson said how would it be if Matt’ll learn thee to beam so he did.  She took hold so Matt left and me wife did it for twelve months.

You wouldn’t be married then would you Billy?

R-Oh yes, in 1905, I were about 24 and my wife ‘ud be about twenty two.  We’d get a lad then, he used to come up, me sisters used to bring him up into the tape room you know and he’d be running about and old Kit Cryer that used to work at Coates at that time, he come up one day and he said If tha can make ‘em like that, tha wants to mek some more.  Aye, he did.

[Laughter] And how many did you end up with?

R-Well, t’wife were pregnant again about two years after and I went wi’t Territorials for a weeks holiday, it were t’only way, I couldn’t afford nowt no different.  So I went for a week wi’t Terriers and she were only about seven month.  I said will you be all reight?  And she had it while I were away, seven month. And it died at two days old.  If they’d have been the same as they are today it ‘ud have getten into an incubator and they’d have brought it on but there were nowt of that then, no, else they’d have getten it, you know, put it in an incubator and, aye.  It were just like a doll you know.  Wife were cut up about that.  It must have upset sommat and she couldn’t have no more you see.  I don’t know what happened like but, no.

Is your lad still living Billy?

R-No, he died at sixty four, he died about nine year since at Cleveleys, aye.  I’d given ‘em, we’d given ‘em this boarding house and we come here, they lived here and we swapped.  Aye well, they did seven or eight years in it aye, and then he had cancer o’t lung.  I thought it were cigarette smoking, they were smoking day through you know, swallowing smoke.  Aye, it were a big blow to me were that, me main stoop went [support].  Now when t’wife died I were here on me own for about eight years and then they left the boarding house and bought a house at Cleveleys he says Now when you get stalled of being be yourself, come and live with us.  But you see he died.  Now his wife, of course I kept going off and on, well, I’d be there about eight month once you know, but she started a being poorly and t’doctor said she hadn’t to have anybody, she couldn’t look after nobody so I’d to get back here and you know I’d selled him this house, him that I’m living wi’, thinking of being there you see.  I’d left it and it were allus in me mind you know but that’s how it happened you see.  Aye.

So you finished up outliving ‘em all Billy.

R-Well aye.

There’s your family left isn’t there, your sisters.

R-Aye, there’s six of us.  Aye.

When you think, you know, you must have been good stock, your mother and father.

R-Well it looks so.  Well me mother, me father, he weren’t a big robust chap but he used to get on the spree.  When I started a doing for him you know he’d worked hard up to getting a family up but he used to get at t’spree you see.  They did get at t’spree a lot on ‘em, t’pubs were open all day and they used to strike t’spree and then they’d happen go twelve month and have another one do you see.  Well, he used to get on’t spree and I were doing for him you see, aye.  Well, he didn’t do his self any good you know with that, no, no.

Would you say there was more drinking then Billy than there is now.  When I say more drinking , more serious drinking you know, drunkenness?

R-I don’t think there were.  There were no women went in pubs then, no.  If you saw a woman going into a pub there’d be an outcry in Barlick.  Eh no, no women went in pubs then, you know what I mean.  There were no lads like there is today, that were then you see.  In’t bulk you know.  But there were odd ones, there were Tom o’th’Edge and one or two more I could name, Aaron Nutter, one o’ Jim Nutter’s brothers and there’d be about three or four of ‘em, aye.  They’d go in a pub, they were in all day, fall asleep in there you know, aye.  And then they’d be all reight for happen six or eight month, practically teetotal in a way and then they’d have another break out do you see. Aye.  Now me uncle Will [father’s uncle] were t’same.  He lived wi’ me grandmother next door to us in Newtown, he were t’manager at Brook’s.  He used to go on t’spree and me grandmother ‘ud say Go and tell thee uncle Willy he has to come home.  It were night you know and I used to go in t’Milker Tap.  It were, you know where that telephone box is at t’side of Railway corner [now moved to Post Office block]  well they used to go through a ginnel theer into t’tap room.  It belonged to t’Railway pub but it were run wi’ old Lizzie Milker they called her, old Lizzie Cawdrey, Milker, she ran it, th’old woman you know, aye.  I used to go there and I used to open t’door but you couldn’t see ‘em for smook.  [laughter]  I said, Me Grandmother says me uncle Willy has to come home!  Aye, all reight, aye.  Well, he were missing from his work you know and then when he come round sober I’d to go and ask Robinson Brooks if he could come back.  [laughter]  Aye.  I says, Me uncle Will wants to know if he can come back.  I were nobbut a lad you know.  Aye, he says, Tell him to get back.  Eeh, I’ve seen some dos I can tell ye, aye.  There were old Aaron Nutter and Tom O’th Edge, they once come out o’t Railway one Saturday night and they were ‘I care for nobody’ and one on ‘em says ‘And naybody cares for me’, and they were staggering about you know and they were they were like that and all.  So Tom says Thee and thy nobody, I wish tha’d be quiet.  Aye, and they started feighting at finish, it’s a good job t’police weren’t there, they’d hev locked ‘em up!

[Laughter]  Aaron Nutter ‘ud be old Jim Nutter’s brother would he?  That were James that finished up at Bancroft?

R-Old Jim’s brother aye, that’s it.  He were cut looking down at Bankfield when Nutter’s were there and Jim had gone down soon one morning, he used to go down afore he went to market [Manchester Exchange]  He used to come down afore t’mill started you know, same as t’boss does to see like how….  Well, Aaron hadn’t landed you know and he’d to cut look.  So he like waited and he landed about twenty past six and they’d started.  Narthen, what time ‘s’ta call this?  We start work here at six o’clock, think on that!  Aye well Jim, I’ll tell thee what happened, I were coming on be Crow Nest and I stopped to leet me pipe and I had to turn round wi’ me back to t’wind.  An I fon meself back home again!  Well, that did it.  [laughter]  He were a rum ‘un were Aaron aye.  Aye he says, I fon meself back home and I’d never turned back!  Well, Jim could do nowt, he turned round and buggered off then, aye, he left.  Course, they were all reight, eh dear! [Laughter]
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Last week you were telling me about moving boilers.  You know, they were moving boilers through the main street by hand.

R-Yes, yes they were.  On sleepers and round iron plates.  You see, when they’d crowbarred the boiler so far they’d take the plates out of the back and [put them under the front] and that’s the way they went, aye.  Round iron plates they had and sleepers, aye.  Oh aye, I seen ‘em shift a lot of boilers.  I remember before the second world war they fetched a boiler out of Butts into Calf Hall, one bigger, a bit bigger.

That’s it aye, Brown and Pickles did that.

R-Did they.  Cause I know it were a bit, them in Calf Hall I think they weren’t as high a pressure so they put a bigger one in out of Butts. [1936 when Butts had finished weaving]

That’s right, they did Billy.  Those in Butts were 180 pounds to the square inch.  And what they’d done, Brown and Pickles had rebuilt that engine at Calf Hall, put heavier studs in and a thicker piston and they raised the boiler pressure to get more power, they were short of power so they put that bigger boiler in.

R-Well you see, they’d put an extension at the top, that were a 1200 loom shop same as Long Ing but they built a 400 loom space at t’top you see for Bird, Charlie Bird and them ran it at one time. Well, that were how it were you know.  They’d have to strengthen it up wi’ a bit bigger boiler.

You were saying last week about the first road roller, steam roller.

R-Oh aye.  Steam roller, well it come at Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee did that.  In 1897 it were Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, sixty year reign, th’old Queen.  And when it come, it come from John Fowler’s at Leeds and it had on it Diamond Jubilee, aye.  First time I saw it, it were up Park Road one dinnertime when I went home for me dinner.  I were generally looking at it you know.  Aye, but you know it were all limestone roading then, there were none o’ this black stuff.  It [the roller] didn’t make much impression on ‘em when it went over ‘em because it were hard stuff you know but that’s what we had.  I can tell of ‘em covering Church Street wi’ ‘em, you know, stones that size [indicates about pigeon egg size] you know that had been knapped at t’road side by men that used to take ‘em [contracts] by t’lump, so much a lump.  They’d tip ‘em [the stones] at t’road side and they had a long [shaft on the hammer] made out of a tree [green, not seasoned].  And they had one a bit bigger [a hammer] and they used to break the big lumps into lesser pieces and then they finished ‘em off with a lighter hammer you see, aye.  They had a bit of spring in did them there shafts wi’ being off trees.  They covered Church Street from one end to t’other and when I look back I wonder how the devil they ever get trodden in.  A lot on ‘em you know never get trodden in.  Cart wheels used to make a rut you know as time went on and then they’d sweep the gutter, a bit of slutch, and throw it on and that’s all you used to get.  Aye, road making today, it’s as easy as falling off a flitting, aye it is.  Well you know they used to pitch ‘em you know, about that depth [indicates 12”] you know put stones in like that you know.

That’s it, on their ends.

R-For a pitch in the bottom afore they put the little ‘uns in.  Eh goodness, they don’t seem to bother today, they throw that there little stuff on and still, they seem to hold all right don’t they.  [What Billy is describing here is the classic water bound stone construction as used by the Romans and perfected by Telford and Macadam.]  

Aye. Was there any causeway?

R-Aye, there were, it were flagged, all flagged.  Some on ‘em is yet you know.  Aye, they were all flagged then there were none o’ this [tarmac]  Then they started getting that stuff from somewhere, where it’s always boiling abroad somewhere you know.  It were baked in little round cakes [Trinidad Lake pitch and asphalt]  and they used to boil it in a like, kind of boiler you know, in the road.  Then they used to put them setts in and they ran this pitch round ‘em in the cracks you know wi’ a big tin wi’ a spout on.  They filled up all the cracks you see.  Well then, of course in Newtown they put them little square dos in but they were a bit slippery, aye they were very slippery were them.  In frosty weather, or even wet weather, they were slippery so they were condemned were them.  So they covered it over and as I were telling you last week, when Pendle did it up [Newtown] , they bared them all.  Well, they were a good bottom them you see.  I telled t’chap, I says I saw them put them down seventy years since, aye, aye.

Will it be a lot cleaner walking round the town now Billy than it were then?  You know, say it were a reight mucky wet day.

R-Oh aye, it used to be mucky you know, it used to get a bit slimy, the roads then you know.  Because it had getten like dust wi’ the traffic and one thing and another.  Well you know, when it got wet it were kind of slutch.  Women in them days used to wear long frocks and when they were walking they used to hold their frocks up like that or sometimes they had hat guards to hold their frocks up you see frae [the slutch].

Aye, what did you say Billy?  Hat guards?

R-Well you know they used to sell hat guards at one time because everyone had a straw hat you see.

Oh that’s so that if your hat blew away it caught it like.

R-Aye there used to be a clip and then into their ear(?).  And if it blew off you know it hung down.  At Barlick holidays you know there were a chap, he were a tramp weaver called Big Matt, and when you got off the train at Central Station (Blackpool] at Barlick holidays he were there selling hat guards aye.

That were Central Station at Blackpool?

R-Aye, it’s been done away with now.  At Barlick holidays train used to land at about half past eight and Big Matt were stood there you know shouting ‘Hat guards here!’.  Aye, they all used to get one because we all had straw hats you know.

When they were building these mills, when they first put ‘em up, how many of the mills in Barlick had a whistle Billy?

R-Well, Calf Hall had one, we used to call ‘em donkeys.  Has donkey gone?  Aye.  Butts had one, Wellhouse had one and Long Ing had one for a while.  I remember one weekend, one Sunday afternoon, it were a reight calm day and me uncle Will lived with us in Mosley Street at time, he were manager for Brooks at Long Ing.  Now they’d blown the boilers off at Saturday you see.  Now then, David Akrigg, he lived in the mill yard, there’s two houses there at t’side of Ouzledale works and he lived in one.  Well, he used to light the fires at Sunday morning and that there whistle, it were at the back of the tape [Connection.  The pipe up to the tapes was always a separate connection at the back of the boiler and the supply for the steam whistle was evidently connected in the same place.]  The cock had a handle on and when it went cold the weight of the handle made it drop down and it was open, do you see what I mean?  Now when David lit his fires and he started making steam he couldn’t get back in the mill you see and the whistle started right low down, Brrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr and they could here it all over Barlick.  Well it sounded reight weird you know.  Gradually frae a reight low note, as his steam get up.  {laughter]  Well, everyone were out, we thought there was sommat wrong.  Aye, me uncle Will went rushing down to open the door and shut it off.  I remember that, aye!

Had he blown down after the holidays started then?

R-No, they used to blow off many a time at Saturday morning when th’engine stopped they used to blow off you know and then light ‘em, might have been doing the flues out, I don’t know. [The main reason was to get scale out of the boilers because water treatment was very hit and miss then. Very wasteful practice.]

Aye, that’s it.

R-But you see he used to light his fires, he lived in the yard, he used to light his fires at Sunday morning you see, aye.  They didn’t blow off every Saturday but I know when I were coming out it were blowing off you know.

Were that at Long Ing?

R-Aye, Long Ing.

When you say he lived in the yard, whereabouts did he live Billy?

R-Well, there’s two houses there, have you seen ‘em on the canal side?  Well, he used to live in one and one of the tacklers at Brooks, Tom Smith, Old Tom Smith, he lived in t’other, he were a knock kneed chap aye.  Well, David were the fireman there and he were a good fireman were David, he could laik wi’t job and it were hard fired were Long Ing at that time afore they got them, they put two bigger boilers in you see.  But they were only 100pounds pressure you know and they added Brook’s shed on and they were hard fired.  And a chap called Jack Trayford [was firebeater] you know and he were allus at full tilt and David, when he come, he used, he seemed to have it at his finger tips, he were a good un were David Aye.  But he wanted th’engine job at t’finish, you know he’d knocked about a lot, upstairs he knew a lot and he’d have been all right but they brought a chap in called Oliver sommat, his daughter married Edward Holden.  They didn’t let him [David Akrigg] have it so I think he left Barlick shortly after did David aye.  But he were t’best fireman that there were, in my knowledge, as far as I know owt about it because he seemed, never seemed to be ruffled by the job you see.  I’ve seen many a time when Robinson Brooks ’ud say to me father, Don’t come while breakfast time, it were in winter time, he says [Wait] while things get warmed up.  A bit hard fired you see and he didn’t want the tapes pulling at it until everything had getten going.  So many a time he knocked the tapes off while after breakfast at Monday morning in cold weather.  But they got two fresh boilers in, they stopped a fortnight to do it, they did it in a fortnight.  They get them old boilers out and it were, Hyde Junction it said on them when they’d taken them out, it were on ‘em you see.  [Hyde Junction was the name of the part of the Great Central Railway Company where Daniel Adamson and Co. of Dukinfield had their private railway siding.  The firm started at Newton Moor in 1851 but later moved to a 13 acre site near Hyde Junction [now called Hyde North Station]  It was common practice for boilermakers to stencil their firm’s name on boilers before transport and this could survive for many years under the lagging.  What Billy saw was almost certainly the remains of Dan Adamson’s address on the old boilers.]  Hyde, aye, I remember that, aye, but they were nobbut 100 pound pound pressure weren’t them you know.  Well, what they put in were about 150 pounds or sommat like that, you see they were more, aye.  They’ll be in yet will them you know.

That’d be Hyde near Dukinfield wouldn’t it.

R-Aye.  Now if you went down to Blackburn, through Blackburn Station you’d allus see a lot of boilers in’t yard on stilts you know.  Whether they were there for, I don’t know, happen someone ‘ud buy ‘em you know, aye.  I allus noticed that, there were a lot of boilers in Blackburn Station goods yard.  Happen someone ‘ud buy ‘em at one time or another.  And now they seem to be buying ‘em for tanks up and down.

Yes, that’s right.

R-There’s one down at Windle’s Garage there.  Gissing and Lonsdale has a big ‘un in their yard.  Aye, I’ve seen several.  

Aye well, you can’t get a good riveted vessel now Billy, there’s nobody making ‘em, they’re all welded.

R-No, they brought some boilers up out o’t Wellhouse here when they went on oil and t’chap says they were as good as new when he were breaking ’em up.  Aye, it looked a pity.

Same wi’ them at Bankfield, they’ve just taken them Bankfield boilers out you know.

R-What, lately?

Yes, within the last couple of months.  They’ve put a brand new boiler house in round the back, coal-fired.  The old Yates boilers have been taken out.  They were put in in 1905 when they built the shop and they were good boilers you know.

R-I can tell on ‘em christening the first pair of engines [at Bankfield].  Dicky Roundell that selled ‘em t’land from Marton Estate, he selled ‘em the land you know, t’Roundell family, to build t’shed on and he come to christen t’first pair.

And what did they call them?

R-I never knew, no.

Who built Bankfield Shed Billy?

R-Well, it were a company you know, they were all Barlickers in you know.  Bill Bracewell, he were one shareholder and Nutters and Bradleys were in as well.

That’s it, the Barnoldswick Room and Power Company.

R-Aye, well, that were Calf Hall started Barnoldswick Room and Power Company.  Calf Hall Shed Company started that when they bought Wellhouse and Butts and then they built Calf Hall Shed and called it the Calf Hall Shed Company do you see.  [Billy has this wrong of course.  CHSC were called that from their inception before they bought Wellhouse and Butts.] 

And when they built Bankfield they called it Number 1 and Number 2 didn’t they.  They just built one shed first didn’t they?

R-Well you see there’d be about 1800 looms, there were Nutter’s and Bradley’s, that’s all there were, two firms and they’d have about 900 looms apiece, sommat like that.  Now then, they built an extension and John Sagar and his son Sidney had some and Horsfield and Wright’s and them you see.  Well, they built that to it and a different type you know wi’ glass at t’top same as a shed you see.

Aye, that were 1910 when they built that.  Do you know anything about John Sagar?

R-He had the quarries at Salterforth and he were a slave driver.  His son Sidney ran the business and he died a few years back.  He lived up Park Road and at latter end they were sawing stone at t’side of the road and there were a chap had some silicosis or sommat and he got so much damages and Sagar couldn’t pay it, I don’t know how he went on, he weren’t insured.  He lived up the top of Park Road going up that way, aye.

You’ll be able to remember them quarries up there being very busy?

R-Aye they were at that time.  They used to be sett makers then.  There were George Smith, he were a grocer afterwards, George Smith, Peter Sugden, Harry Cawdrey and several more were sett makers.  They used to go working year after year making them square setts.  They had some rails frae out o’t delph reight down to the canal side you see and wagons and they used to lower them down wi’ ropes you know on a pulley and he once had a little tank engine did John Sagar to pull these wagons up and down.  He hadn’t it long, it were a little tank engine you know like you might have called it a shunting engine.  Aye, I remember going up one time to look at it.  It tippled ower once, I think when it were coming round that bad bend in the field, it were a rough do.  Reight down there to t’canal, there were a wharf built there you know, a stone wharf.

Opposite the pub?

R-No, this way. [There were two wharves, one at Park Bridge on the New Road which served Sagar's quarries on Salterforth Lane and one at the old boatyard on the other side of Salterforth that served Park Close Quarry on Salterforth Lane.]

And they had a little railway line running down there did they?

R-There were a line and it used to pull wagons there, I don’t know how they were pulled up, I never fairly knew that. [By horse in the early days.] Whether they were twined up like a crane I don’t know.  But they used to let ‘em run down you know and they tippled ower once and all t’setts flew out you know, all t’damned lot aye.  ‘Cause you know they come round t’bend you see and I fancy they got off too fast.  [laughter]

Did John Sagar have all those quarries up there, both Salterforth and Tubber Hill as well?

R-Well no, I think there were one belonging to the Salterforth Company [Could be Salterforth Stone and Brick Company, Park Close Quarry.  Mentioned in evidence to the Light Railway Commissioners in 1906 as being employers of 50 workers.  This was the quarry on the west side of Salterforth Lane]  It runs in my mind there were sommat o’t sort aye.

Yes, ‘cause there’s really three quarries isn’t there, one each side of Salterforth Drag and then Tubber Hill quarry at t’top of Barlick.

R-I don’t know where they’re emptying these here tanks of rubbish, I don’t know whether they’re taking ‘em there.  [In the 70’s Gibson had bought the west quarry and was using it for infill as a private tip and scrapyard.  The east quarry was a car-breakers and scrapyard as well.]  

I don’t know where they’re taking them to.  They did at one time, I think Pickles took them up there and tipped ‘em in the quarry but what they do with them now I don’t know.

R-Well, Barlick Council were using it as a tip at one time but they complained did Salterforth, said it’d breed rats and all that.  And there’s some houses you know so of course they had to find Rainhall Rock then you know, aye.  [Billy was a Councillor at one time so he’d know about this]  

Can you ever remember them having a little stationary engine at the top of the quarry to pull the stone wagons up the hill Billy?

R-Aye, I can tell o’ that, aye.  There were a bit of spare ground at the top weren’t there.

That’s it, a bit of an island.

R-Aye, I can tell of them having, aye I remember that.

How did they manage that job Billy, can you remember?  Did you ever take notice?

R-Well, I’m a bit hazy about it but I remember it like yes.  I remember it quite well.

It doesn’t matter Billy, don’t let it bother you. I’ve been told that there was a little engine there and that they used to have a rope down the middle of the road and they used to hook it on to the quarry wagons that were pulled wi’ horses to give them a hand up the hill.  ‘Cause once they’d got up that hill there were only a little bit of a pull and then it were downhill all the way into Barlick.  The Feller that told me said it was comical, sometimes the rope ‘ud wear a bit and they’d have to cut the weak piece out which would shorten it a bit, you know, take the weak piece out.  And he said that it meant the horses had to come a bit further out of the gate with the cart, but they knew just where to stop.

R-Well, they kept altering all their gadgets you know as time, as years went on you know.  They’d try sommat else, well, I just forget now.  We used to go up there and watch them as lads you know.

Well, about that time just about all the stone would come out of there wouldn’t it?

R-Oh aye, and they used to send them setts to Leeds you know and all t’way on.  On t’canal you know.  They were all paving ‘em then, it were just coming out.  They were paving all their streets and you know when horse and trap went ower them it didn’t half rattle.  If you went to them big places you’d hear that rattle.  Now you know, they’ve had their day and of course they’ve been superseded wi’ tarmac do you see.  

And those fellers that were cutting setts up there, would they be on piece work?

R-Aye, they used to take a lump.  They’d hoist a big lump of stone wi’ a crane and you’d get so much for doing that.  Aye, piece work you know, aye.  Then they used to put big wedges in you know and bloody clump ‘em, knock ‘em into sizeable pieces.  [Large blocks of tone were cracked by using ‘plugs and feathers’.  The technique was to drill a line of holes across the block on the fault plane.  Two ‘feathers’ are placed in each hole; these are like curved liners, if you take a piece of pipe and saw it lengthways you have two ideal feathers.  The feathers reduce the friction of the ‘plug’ on the stone.  The ‘plug’ is simply a solid steel spike which tapers to a point.  The plugs are inserted inside the feathers and then driven home progressively along the line of holes.  This builds up a line of stress on the stone and even a large block weighing perhaps fifty tons can be split with relative ease.  The same technique was used for splitting blocks out of the quarry face.]  Then they had a kind of a bench, you know a big [bench], and they used to make these setts, they called ‘em sett-makers.  Now when we used to have very long frosty winters, three months at once in the 90’s and they were out of work you know, all th’out door chaps were out of work.  Aye, some of them had families and they had nowt you know.  They used to have to strap at t’shops you know.  [strap = buy on credit]  Well, they started a working again, well, they got their families up you know, they used to owe money while their families started in the mill you know  and then they’d buy their own house.  Used to buy their own house, they were only about 4% or 3 ½% interest in them days you know.  Houses like this [two up two down terrace] were nobbut about £130 you know .  You could buy a big house across the road [three bedroom high class terrace] for £370.  A good big family house wi’ garrets in, £240, a new un.  Well they bought their own houses did the old families that had struggled up you see.

Would they buy them through the building society Billy?

R-Yes, yes, aye folk did.

You know nowadays sometimes people have difficulty in getting loans off building societies if their wage is below a certain level.  Would you say there was ever any bother then getting a loan off a building society?

R- I can’t remember any trouble but there might have been you know.  Of course I didn’t bother about that sort of thing in them days you know but I remember a tremendous lot of families come into Barlick after the Barlick Strike and settled down here out of Lancashire and got their children going into weaving.  It were so simple you know, just two up and two down you see, plain weaving and they got on.  [Billy isn’t talking about houses when he says two up and two down.  He’s referring to the number of healds in the loom, four, which meant it was a simple plain weave and therefore a job that children could quickly learn.  This meant that it was so easy to get the children earning in the mill.]

When you talk about the ‘Barlick Strike’ you mean when they were out on and off for nearly two years?

R-Well, it were over a simple thing, it were owing to preferential tariff you see.  Barlick Manufacturers, they’d pay about 2% less for disadvantage wi’ not being on a main line.  Local Disadvantage.  Now then, they [the workers] wanted paying up and it nought meant about a shilling a week difference.

What year would that be Billy?

R-I were thirteen years old, I were just full time so you can reckon its 82 years since.

1895 then.

R-It fizzled out at the finish, they all got full up wi’ folk coming out of Lancashire so they had to go back for the same as they had started.

Can you remember the older end talking about the Cotton Famine Billy, in 1860?

R-Well I’ve heard, aye, I used to hear me Uncle Will and them talk about it aye.  But I didn’t take much interest in it you know them days.  No, aye I used to hear ‘em aye.  There were a strike in 1909, I know I were taping at Coates at the time and I hadn’t been wed so long and I were a bit hard up in them days and there were no wage, no nowt, aye.  So one o’t bosses let on me as I were knocking about and he says How are you like?  I said Well, I’m not so good.  Well he says, Come up to the mill and you can have £2.  Well it were a lot of brass then were £2, I could live for a fortnight off that.  So I got £2 and paid ‘em a shilling or two a week [the shopkeepers he was in debt to] every week off it, aye.  I remember that, I hadn’t been wed long and I’d naught been weaving.  Eh, I don’t know, there’s been all sorts, aye.

Were you in the union then Billy?

R-Yes, there were a Barlick branch but they were amalgamated to Lancashire Textile, Northern Counties they called it.  They were amalgamated really but it were a separate union were Barlick.  Now they ran out of brass you know and of course Northern Counties had to [bail them out], aye.

Which union were that, you’d be in the weaver’s union then wouldn’t you?

R-Weavers, winders and Beamers.

Did tapers come under the beamers?

R-Oh I don’t know about the tapers.  I don’t think they were in, no, they weren’t in’t union while sommat like 1948 or sommat of that.  It were after we’d gone to Blackpool.  And a chap come round to try to get ‘em all in and he got ‘em in and then they had to pay tapers for meal hours whereas they didn’t get paid for meal hours before.

Aye, that’s it because a taper keeps running doesn’t he, he doesn’t stop.  [Taping is a continuous process and didn’t stop at meal times.  Tapers always made sure they weren’t caught at stopping time with a warp still running.  The only time you could stop a tape without waste was at the end of a warp.]  

R-All day through and he didn’t get, you know he had very little more than a weaver in a way.  He wouldn’t have a pound a week more and he’d to work them hours.  But after I left, well, he come a seeking me did t’chap once.  He says I’m getting ‘em all in a union.  He were frae Nelson.  Bit I were barn to leave so I says I’ll not bother ‘cause I went to Blackpool.

So up to then, after WWII none of the slashers ‘ud be in a union then at all?

R- No they wasn’t, no just shortly after that they got in.  Now me brother got on well with his wage, it got up to £14 a week through that.  Now when I left in 1943 I were getting about £6.  He finished up wi’£14 a week because they’d getten so much put on for them hours, an hour and a half in the day you see.

When you were taping Billy, you’ll be able to remember the days when they were sizing for weight won’t you, when they were putting clay in?

R-Well, yes, there were all sorts of does like china clay, aye.

Can you tell me Billy, why did they put china clay in the size?

R-Well, it were to weigh you see.  It were to put a bit of weight on.  They knock sommat off for that you see, happen two counts less or sommat o’t sort.

Yes, that’s it.  So like if you were weaving , if you had a cloth construction that were say 30s in the twist you could get away with 32s if there were plenty of clay in it.

R-Well they’d happen, they’d knock happen a count off or happen sommat off in’t weft do you see if they could manage to do that.  But when I left things had altered drastically, they never used any clay nor wheaten flour neither, just starch.  That’s all because they could sell it, it were booming after the Second War there were a boom, they could sell it no matter what it were and a good margin off every piece.  Whereas before they were splitting halfpennies in two and all that carry on, aye.  I’ve seen us put a two hundredweight bag of clay in a mixing you know.  They’d be like flour millers were the weavers when they came out.  It used to fly off a lot on it, aye.

It used to cause a lot of bad chests and all didn’t it?

R-Well you see, it dried the yarn up you know.

Did you ever have any bother during the war with, I’ve heard Joe Nutter and Norman Grey, the tapers at Bancroft talk about during the war, using pure tallow and it were a favourite for chip pans during the war. [It was a good source of fat which was rationed.]

R-Ah, well, I don’t know about that, it used to be tallow and smelt a bit, well, some of it did.  I once got rocked [rooked, cheated] when I were at Blackpool in t’boarding house.  A chap come with a drum of ‘Good cooking fat is this if you want a drum’.  Well, I were fast you know.  I get it bought off him and when I’d getten a good layer of fat off it were tallow underneath.  It stunk th’house out.  Aye, bloody hell!  It stunk th’house out.

Aye, ‘cause there’s different sorts of tallow isn’t there.

R-Aye, well, we used to get some tallow at Coates and it didn’t smell as bad.  It were like softish as though it had some oil among it.  I don’t think that ‘ud smell.

Aye, we get some tallow now and it’s pure tallow.  It’s as white as snow and do you know it’s beautiful, it doesn’t smell at all, it’s beautiful stuff.

R- No, well, we used to get some of that at times.

But it’s the most expensive.  Course, all t’stuff to do with taping’s expensive.

R-Well, I used to get some soft soap some time.  I telled him to get me some soft soap and I used to drop a lump of that in you know, soft soap, aye.  A chap once told me, I were up at Rakery(?) and he come frae Nelson, he were a taper, aye.  He were on about sizing for weight and he says I’ll tell thee what to do, don’t broadcast it and don’t tell nobody, get some size [decorator’s size] and put that in, it’ll mek it stick to’t yarn!  Aye he did. But you know if you put too much of that in it ‘ud glaze that cloth and it wouldn’t tek t’dye t’same.

Aye, like wallpaper paste.

R-You’d to be careful about that, aye.  Oh aye, they used to come up to t’tapers you know and say, Put a bit of weight in these, they’re a bit light.  Aye, I’ll tell thee what they used to do.  Them reedmakers at Wellhouse, they’d send their reeds [the manufacturers would send the reeds to the reedmaker who was in Wellhouse yard] and they’d make them into bastard reeds you see.  They’d put about that width [indicates 3”] each side coarser reed you see.  Well, that used to be a saving did that.  You see there were a bit off trickery in that you see, they were what they called bastard reeds.  If they were a 58 reed you know they’d tek them wires out and put wires in at a bit bigger gauge you see.

At each side.

R-Aye, and you couldn’t tell be looking at it.  But they called ‘em bastard reeds, that were a dodge you see.

So actually the reed count ‘ud be different at each side than it was in the middle.

R-Aye but it weren’t noticeable unless you put magnifying glass onto it you know.  And it meant you could put a few ends less in you see, you know what I mean, and still get the same width because there were a coarser reed at each side.  Well, you got your 38” with less twist.  Now it didn’t mean much per piece but when you’ve thousands of pieces it’s a lot.

Aye, it starts adding up.

R-Now they used to send reeds to them reedmakers, Johnson’s, they come from Clitheroe.  They had a [place] down here. [In Wellhouse Yard]  They used to send ‘em, to look like that.  They’d put new paper on’t baulks the knows and a bit of oil .  You’d think they were new reeds, they were bastard reeds aye.  Eh, there were all sorts of dodges.

Aye, they’d be up to all the tricks Billy.

R-Well you know there were keen competition in the cotton trade.  In fact there were some times when things weren’t so good and they happen weren’t buying, trade had gone slack you know, you were happen working at a loss for a while.  You weren’t getting enough per piece, what it cost you to make it and there’d be a boom come on and you could get what you liked nearly you know.  You’d happen put a weaving on [a weaving order] what it ‘ud cost after you’d worked it all out and t’weaving were going to get three and odd for that, you’d put three and odd on, what they called a weaving when things were good and they were clamouring for it.  But you see that’d happen last a couple of years and then it slacked again.  That’s the way, cotton trade were allus like that, up and down.  Short time a bit happen, all sorts.  It got to it peak you know when all these mills in Barlick were, got to it peak about 1907 to 1920 it get to its peak, aye.
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[As the interview starts, Billy and I were discussing the economics of part warps and urgent orders.  In order to get cloth out for an order quickly much smaller weaver’s beams have to be prepared with say two or three cuts on each beam instead of say ten.  This means that more weavers are working on the cloth and it will come off the looms quicker but there is a penalty in that more beams have to be prepared for the weavers.  This raises the cost per piece and this is what Billy and I are discussing as the tape starts.]

R-They wanted ‘em out in a fortnight, aye.  He’d taken that order to deliver in a fortnight.

That’s it, so you were taping part warps.

R-Aye, just two cuts on each warp, on each beam.

Aye, yes.  So that means more work for everyone all round ‘cause it takes just as long to gait a short warp.

R-Well they had to pay more for twisting you know, it were all hand twisting then.  But t’price would be on for all that you know.  If you wanted ‘em reight sharp you had to pay for ‘em you see.  Now you might have a customer that wanted ‘em reight sharp and so you know you’d say well, I know where I can get ‘em in a fortnight but I want so much, clapped it on.  Well, it paid, everybody that wanted that cloth, they’d all have to pay more for it you see, ‘cause they wanted it there and then.  That’s why they used to take them little orders sometimes, they all did it because they were getting a good price for them.

Was there much cloth woven for stock Billy?  You know, cloth woven when they hadn’t an order for it?

R-Oh aye, Brooks made thousands, sometimes they lost a lot of brass wi’ ‘em..  Sometimes they’d mek sommat.  But they lost a lot of brass.  He’d come in on a morning sometimes and he’d say I haven’t booked a yard, not a yard and 900 looms running.  Put a set of so and so in.  I’d know what sort he meant and I’d go and put so and so of us own make and so and so of bought beam to get me number, aye.  [Billy is making a distinction between taper’s beams they had bought in and beams that had been wound from yarn package in their own beaming department.  By using some of their own beams they could get the number of ends in the set right.]  Well he’d come t’morning after and perhaps for a fortnight and say carry on.  Piled up in’t warehouse with what they called ‘three reds’ and t’price dropped and they lost thousands on them did Brooks.  Aye they did.  They called ‘em ‘bread and butter sorts’ in Manchester, the three reds. [Three reds was the cloth mark for this particular cloth.]  

Aye, Bradley’s got into trouble wi’ that didn’t they?

R-Did they?  Aye.

Yes, they were in Bankfield No. 1 with Nutters and I think they banked in the end with the job.

R-Well happen they must have done because they give ower didn’t they and his wife were tekking in lodgers down Gisburn Road.  His widow.

Well that’s what I were told, their warehouse was absolutely full of cloth.

R-Well, when he started he were a baker on Commercial Street  They were bakers, they had a baker’s shop there he’d never no experience in that sort of thing.  [manufacturing]

Where did Bradley start weaving?

R-They started in Butts at far end there, in Monkroyd end.

That’s it.  How many loom would he have.

R-About four hundred.  And during the strike [1895] they gashed ‘em all one weekend.  

Aye, warp slashing.  Was there a lot of that went on Billy?

R-Nay I don’t think there were, I don’t remember, only that.  Course, they might have been insured you know.

[Pause here while Billy and SG light pipes]

R-It seems good bacca, what sort is it, Condor?

Aye, oh that weren’t Condor you had last week, it was Escudo.

R-Oh, I thowt it were very good.

Aye it is, it should be, the price of it Billy.  D’you know what an old feller told me one day Billy?  He said Trouble with smoking a pipe nowadays is if you smoke your own it’s too expensive and if you’re smoking somebody else’s your pipe won’t draw.  If you’re smoking some bugger else’s your pipe won’t draw. [Much laughter from both!  For non-pipe smokers, the point of the story is that if the tobacco is free you cram as much as you can into your pipe and it won’t draw properly!]  

Eh, never mind.  No, that’s one of the things that’s always amazed me about this job, the way somebody could start as a cloth manufacturer with almost no capital and you’d think, almost no experience.  Because there were several people that did it weren’t there.  Coal merchants, bakers, all sorts of people went into manufacturing.

R-Aye, you know at time that these mills were going [about 1900] you could buy a Coopers 38” loom for £5.  Aye.  What would they be today?

Oh, God knows.

R-Hundred?

Oh, a lot more Billy, a lot more.  I mean, you couldn’t buy them, but you’d be into six, seven, eight hundred pound street now.  I mean, they think nothing of paying fourteen thousand pound for a loom now you know Billy.  Mind you, those are big automatics, but how long do you think it ‘ud take ‘em to pay for a loom in those days, you understand what I mean, before they’d paid for the loom?

R-Well, it’d take a few years you know to write ‘em off.  They all used to come by boat.  I can tell on ‘em, I can tell o’ t’Moss Shed, it were a field there, trees at each side and on t’back.  At t’canal side they cut a way across, you know, made a bit of an opening in the bank, in the hill side and that were the start of Moss.  A boat used to come wi’ bricks and all sorts and I watched it develop, I think it were a firm called Preston’s that did t’Moss, 1903.

Who built Moss?

R-Well, it were Barlickers, a company you know.  Moss Shed Company.  Same wi’ Barnsey, they were all Barlickers, main on ‘em.  There were these engineering companies you know that [invested] purpose to get orders for cast iron and what not you know, same as Rushworths at Colne.  They were shareholders at Long Ing, they got all the troughs, pillars and that.

Aye.  Widdups ‘ud have a lot to do with Moss wouldn’t they.

R-Aye they had, he were a shareholder were’t father.

Aye.  And then Barnsey would be built after that wouldn’t it?

R-Aye but you know you, a couple of hundred and you were all reight there.  Them days, you get to be a director wi’ a couple of hundred, aye.

Is that reight?

R-Aye, a lot of brass were two hundred then.  Nobbut cost £26,000 to build Westfield Shed, engines and the lot in 1911.  That’s what brass could do then.  You can’t realise it but it were so.  Hundred pound went a long way in those days.  You know they nobbut geet about fourpence an hour did labourers you know, fourpence or fivepence.  They’d borrow off the bank , you see the bank ‘ud see ‘em reight you know because they had the assets going up.  And they’d do business with the bank you see, bank helped them so’s they’d get some business when they’d getten going.

And for the same reason, a lot of people that built the sheds would help other people to get into manufacturing so’s they’d be drawing rent wouldn’t they.  Because I know like that Calf Hall [Shed Company] ‘ud lend people money on their looms, to buy their looms.

R-Now all them power spaces were taken up, it were taken up by tacklers that had been tackling down there.  There were Pummers, well they were all working in textiles you know.  Pummers started, Windles started, there were Bill Bailey’s, they got to be a big firm, he were a tackler, aye.  They were tacklers staring on their own you know a lot of them, aye.  Old Jim Nutter that started Nutter and Company he used to be hawking bibles.

Who was Jim O’Kits?

R-Jim Edmondson, they used to have 400 looms in Crow Nest.  They made their brass wi’ selling bibles did James Nutter and Jim O’Kits and all.  They were them big family bibles you know.  And they used to put the names of all their children in’t first page you know.  We lost ours, me sister were on asking about it t’other week, as I don’t know where it get to.  They cost a pound apiece.

In them days?

R-Aye they were, aye.

Like a pound ‘ud be a lot of money then weren’t it Billy.

R-Well, they cost a pound apiece.

And that’s how old Jim started?

R-He used to be selling Bibles, yes.

And where did he come from, do you have any idea Billy?

R-Well, I think he were born in Barlick, I think so.  He used to be a big New Shipper [Methodist Chapel], and he were t’chairman one night , Well, he says, I can see a lot of smiling faces.  You know things have been good for a while, we’ve had full work.  In fact there’s more pianos bought today than there were tin whistles when I were a lad!  They were all buying pianos then and now they’ve done away with ‘em.  They cost about twenty pound apiece.

Well, that ‘ud be about the same as a colour television now wouldn’t it Billy?

R-Well, they’d all getten their children in the mill.  Aye, and they were paying half a crown a week for ‘em [12 ½ p.]   He [Jim Nutter] says There’s more pianos sold today than there were tin whistles when I were a lad!  He were a droll ‘un were [Jim].

Would he preach a bit down at t’New Ship?

R-Well, I don’t know whether he were ever a lay preacher, he might have done.  I expect he would do but I forget you know.

Jim ‘ud start at Calf Hall would he?

R- I think they started in’t, I don’t know whether they didn’t start in’t Clough or not.  I know Pickles started in’t Clough and Brooks started in’t Clough, now whether Holdens did I don’t know.  I just forget but they did go into Calf Hall, they went into Calf Hall for a start.

Clough wouldn’t hold many would it?

R-Well, they were right in t’top.  [Billy is talking about Brooks here], Aye, there were a good hoist and I remember going wi’ me father’s breakfast and I yelled damn murder afore I’d go in this hoist.  They had to take me in, I were flayed of going up there.

And your dad was weaving at Clough?

R-Me dad were weaving a four loom up in the top.  I remember going up and seeing them.

That’s unusual isn’t it, weaving up stairs?

R-Well aye but in them days if owt happened they didn’t bother.  In th’Old Coates it were upstairs weaving, that mill that were pulled down, it were four storeys.

Did they weave upstairs at Long Ing and all at one time?

R-Not at Long Ing, no.  They had two storeys, tapes and winders on the second storey.

Same as Bancroft.

R-That’s reight.

Aye, warehouse downstairs, tapes and winders and warp preparation upstairs, that’s it.

R-Joe Slater, one of Slaters, he married Billycock’s daughter that lived at Newfield Edge.  And in them days there were no motors so Joe used to walk it from the station up to Newfield Edge you know.  Same as Holden would, they lived aside of, nearly opposite your mill, that end house.

Aye, it’s a boarding house now.  Springbank do they call it?

R-Well Holdens lived there, the founders of Holdens, they lived there.  Aye, well, Joe [was walking past one day] where Donnie Smith lived at the end of Calf Hall Road there, just at t’corner, there’s little walls round, just at th’end you know.  [The three storey cottages fronting on to Wapping on the Barlick corner of Calf Hall Road.]  Them old cottages just at t’corner of Calf Hall Road as you’re going round [towards Barlick]  Aye, and Donnie, Old Donnie Smith, he were an outdoor chap were Donnie and his wife were one of them old Barlickers you know.  She were leaning over the wall same as they used to do in those days, you know gossiping and Joe were coming up.  He says I’ve seen your Donnie wi’ a woman down yonder, he’s talking to a woman.  She said Well, if he suits her as well as he’s suited me she’ll be all reight.  [laughter]  Dear me, there were all sorts in those days.  Aye there were.  Them characters is all gone but they were rum uns, aye they were.  She used to come out wi’ all sorts did Smith’s wife, I knew her well, I knew the family aye.

When you say Donnie were an outdoor man, what do you mean Billy?

R-He worked, he was a road man, you know, owt for’t council, Local Board as it was at that time.  It weren’t called a council it were called a Local Board.  Aye, a good old trooper were Donnie.

Tell me Billy, how about politics in them days, you know, was politics a big thing you know.

R-There were no Labour then.  There were Liberal and Conservatives.

Were it a big thing Billy, you know, was there a lot of canvassing went on at election time?

R-Oh aye.  They were very bitter against one another were Liberals and Conservatives in them days, oh aye.  Aye, it were a do you know.  There had to be a bit of sommat to create a bit of life in them days you see.  There weren’t television or all this brass to set off wi’ in cars you see, there were nowt.  Well you had to have sommat to be interested in you see, to raise hell wi’ sommat, aye.  Now at one time when I were quite a lad they called Barlick holidays Rushbearing.  I enquired off me uncle [Billy is actually talking about his great uncle Willie]  and he says It weren’t a holiday really it were more of a festival and they had wagons decorated wi’ rushes you see, go round the streets you know and happen a band playing or sommat of that, aye.  Well it used to be known for many a year as Rushbearing.  And then they started calling it Barlick Feast and now of course it seems to be holidays.  They don’t seem to use them expressions they’ve gone, they’ve been out lived.

That’s interesting is that Billy.

R-Now th’hearse that used to bury folk in them days, it were a black un all carved and on top of it you could see that there had been something on top and at that time it had big plumes on top but they’d done away wi’ ‘em ‘cause they wanted so much cleaning.  It were kept in the railway yard, they’ve pulled it down now, it were kept in there and it were like a box wi’ black panels and carvings and they opened the door at the end and shoved the coffin in and when they shut it you couldn’t see the coffin, aye.

In those days, when you were a young lad was there someone who was an undertaker?  A funeral director?

R-Aye, there was Dick Holroyd on Commercial Street, he were an undertaker.  In those days the undertaker used to walk at t’front o’t hearse while they got down there, to t’Gill.  You know, reight stately and bearers either side.  They’d stop here [Junction of Wellhouse Road and Skipton Road] and t’bearers ‘ud get in and they’d go a bit faster down there you see.  [To Gill Church]

Aye, that’s it, once they got out of the houses.  And of course, people ‘ud be laid out at home.

R-They were all kept at home and t’blinds were drawn.  T’carriages and th’hearse ‘ud draw up and drivers ‘ud get out and a woman ‘ud come out wi’ a tray and a white tablecloth over the tray wi’ some glasses of wine and they all had a glass of this wine, aye.  All t’drivers, they’d come and this woman come wi’ a white apron out o’ th’house and they’d all get a glass, aye.  Then t’coffin ‘ud come out then, aye.  We used, as lads we used to watch all them things you know, we were allus interested, aye.  Course, that’s gone now but it were nice to see.  It were a nice little ceremony that were, aye it were, aye.

How about weddings Billy, were weddings any different then?

R-Well, when I were wed in 1905 Towers Singleton were advertising a Clarence Carriage for weddings.  It were an open carriage lined wi’ white silk and horses.  I engaged it and they clattered down Gill Lane and bells on and clattering down, it were grand were that, aye.  A reight nice bit o’ style.  Well, before that I don’t know how they got there, some of them ‘ud walk it and some of them ‘ud go down in some sort of conveyance.  I don’t know, but they used to get there, aye.  There were a vicar then called Woods and he fell out wi’ ‘em all and there were such a do as never.  I don’t know whether he hadn’t a pistol once and were barn to fire at ‘em.  Put a rope across the road or sommat, there were some bother but I were a bit too young to know what were up, Woods they called him, this vicar.  They fell out wi’ him I don’t know what were up but there were some doings I believe.  I’ve heard me father tell about it like, I can just tell on him but I couldn’t tell about owt you know.  Eh aye, there were all sorts of dos in them days you know.

One of the things I do know about is that there was a lot of trouble at one time in Barlick about water rights off the moor for the mills.  I mean you can’t run a mill without water can you, you’ve got to have water for the mill, for the engine.

R-No well, I remember at one time there were sommat, there were William Brooks, he were in at Calf Hall Shed Company, I remember ‘em going up to t’Springs to open sommat out, open sommat up.  I just forget now but they said they used to go up regular and …… aye.

Well I’ll tell you what it were, can you remember about what year that ‘ud be, it doesn’t matter if you don’t you know, just see if you can remember what year that ‘ud be.

R-Well, it ‘ud be about 1900 or sommat like that.

That’s it, you know Billy, your memory is fantastic.  I happen to know about that, it was just before 1900.  It was a very hot summer and they were short of water [at Calf Hall]  I’ll tell you what they did and then you’ll know, they used to rent Springs Dam off the woman that owned that farm, I can’t just remember what her name was, I think it might have been Jackson but I’m not sure. [It was late in 1899 and the owner was Mrs Coates of Skipton]  They were short of water so what they did, further up towards the end of Weets, going up to Far Newfield Edge, there’s a well there, a spring, and it’s called Dark Hill Well.  And what they did, they went up there and they dug a drain from Dark Hill Well down to Springs Dam and they turned the water from Dark Hill into Springs Dam.  [I was wrong about this, this was earlier in 1896/7]  That drain’s still there.

R-Well you know, there’s a clow you can lift up and all in the dam and let more out at the bottom at Springs.

That’s it yes.  Well they had a lot of trouble over that water because somebody from Bradford, or Keighley it might have been, stocked it with fish and they were using it as a fish pond.  During maintenance works there were two things happened.  One was that they opened the clow and let the water out of the dam and let all the fish go down the beck which upset this feller.  The other thing was that the feller that were farming the land had his horse fall into the trench and they were both claiming off the Calf Hall Company.

R-You know they were old Barlickers were t’main of t’shareholders in Calf Hall and they were allus watching out for that sort of thing.  They were allus going up there and looking after the water you know because they had some brass in it and they were a bit keen you know.

Can you remember Doctor Roberts?

R-Aye, he lived across from Calf Hall and he had nobbut one leg.  He used to go round in a horse and trap.  There’s a gate there at the back of Calf Hall where he used to go through to his house.

He was one of the shareholders in Calf Hall, in fact he was the chairman for a long time.

R-Well, I don’t know, I forget. But I know he would be aye.  They were all Barlickers.  I had a friend, an old school friend that died about four or five years ago, his father had left him some shares, aye, he had some.

They tell me that just before the second world war they were very cheap were Calf Hall Shares.

R-Oh they would be at one time aye.  But they gradually got, you know, when they got all the space let you know they…..  But there were scores of old Barlickers put hundred pounds in you know and on that way.  Mark Hacking and them built Barnsey and he were a shareholder of Coates when I was taping there, he used to come talking to me but I hadn’t got a penny piece.  He says We’ve bought that land, we bought it a Saturday, we went to Skipton, and Dick Holden, that farmed it [As tenant] we passed him on the road, he was barn to Skipton to see about it but we’d bought it.  Now, tha can be a director for £100.  Well, I had nowt, I’d just got wed.  He might have lent it me I don’t know.  You see I were young and I didn’t bother.  But if it were said to me now I should say, well you know I can’t raise that like.  He might have said well then, I’ll lend it thee ‘cause we were good friends.  But I didn’t, I didn’t bother but if I’d been in, that hundred pound ‘ud have been thousands now.  But you see them things after, I could have worked him the reight way but I hadn’t an ambition to be one.  [Manufacturer]  I’d nobbut just getten wed and I were thinking about me own affairs you see, it’s only in after years when you see where you’ve missed it, you see what I mean?

Aye, that’s it Billy.

R-Aye, he were a tight un were Mark Hacking, he were.  He had a bakehouse reight opposite them flats that’s built [David Crossley House] , Baptist, just across there. He had a bakehouse and shop there.

Aye, was that a bakehouse, that was Jehovah’s at one time?

R-Across from the Co-op there, it’s next to Clough gates.  Aye well, it were a bakehouse.  One of his sons died a few years back, the youngest.  They had a good business there, his brother Stephen founded Hackings down here [Gisburn Road]  Sally hackings.  Sally’s father, Stephen was Mark Hacking’s brother.  They were two brothers, Mark Hacking and Stephen Hacking, they started hawking haver cake [oat cake] at first when they first started.

Hawking?

R-Oatcake.

Aye, what did you call it then?

R-Haver cake they called it.  We allus used to call it haver cake, I don’t know how it geet that name.

I came across a name the other day Billy, did you ever know where Sagin Hill were?

R-Aye, at t’side of the Palace there, aye, that’s it.

Up t’Croft.

R-Aye well, we always used to call it Sagin Hill.  Old Wright had a laithe up there where that garage is now.[Hartley Robinson, who was licensee of the Engine Pub was also a sawyer and clog sole manufacturer.  His yard was up on the Croft and I think that this is how Sagin Hill got its name, sagin is a dialect word for sawing.]  They all called him Jack Shite.  He allus went wi’ Old Shite [‘went with’  is same as ‘got called’]  [much laughter]  There were a chap called Squire Holden, he worked at Long Ing at Brooks and he’d to go round the top there and just round the top there were some septic tanks and by God, he were walking over it once and a plank, it went in and he went into this you know and they allus called him Shitten Swimmer after that!  [more laughter]  

He’d have to swim wouldn’t he!

R- Aye by God!  They’d say you know Old Shitten Swimmer doesn’t tha?  Aye well, so and so……  They used to have a furniture shop at one time in after years, there’s a butchers shop next to the Yorkshire Bank on Newtown and then it’s a greengrocers now.  [On the left, after the Yorkshire Bank, there is Geoff Riley’s butchers, then a ladies outfitters and then what is now the greengrocer’s shop.  This is the shop Billy is talking about.]  He used to have a furniture shop there did old Squire Holden.  They called him Squire Holden, aye, they did aye.  But we allus gave him Shitten Swimmer, aye.  Oh well, aye.  But that were because he went into this here shit tank round the corner.  He’d been in a hurry because he’d be late or sommat and t’plank were rotten and it gave way, aye.  Hey dear, there’s all sorts.  It’s amusing to talk about them old dos like aye.

It’s amusing for you Billy and it’s an education for me.

R- Now old Bobby Singleton, you know, his son hasn’t been long dead, he were an old New Ship, Old Baptister and he were chairman one night, you know they used to have Band of Hope dos at Saturday night in them days you know.  Schools, it’s somewhere to go.  Well, he’d never been chairman before and he said, Well Ladies and Gentlemen, let us now look back into the future.  [laughter]  Well, everybody, eh, they daren’t laugh you know but when he said Let us now look back into the future, aye.  He were an old tyke were Bobby, aye, he were a grand chap and all but you know he wasn’t used to owt of that sort you know he’d get a bit mixed up.

Aye.

R-Oh dear, aye.  [more laughter]

In them days Billy, when all these people were moving into Barlick.  I mean, they called ‘em ‘off-comed uns’ didn’t they, people that were moving in when all the mills were getting built.  Did they soon get to be accepted in town or did it take a while, were there like ‘Barlickers’ and off-comed uns’?

R-Oh, nobody bothered, nobody ne’er bothered, they just got accepted as, aye.  And they started building.  Jim Shaw built Park Road and Mosley Street.  Aye, they all started [building].  Johnny Broughton, joiner, built houses up …  Joe Standing built some up here [Corn Mill area].  Sandy Harmer lived on’t Croft, he were another weaver, he built a row.  Aye, there were others, it were surprising.  Sandy Harmer had allus been a weaver, he has a grave down at t’Gill, just inside the grave there, he built a row somewhere, he brought up a family of three and they lived on St James’ Square.  Johnny Broughton, joiner, he built some all round here.  It were all fields, we once played a football match on here, cup tie for’t Bradford City Cup, in that field there, folk were all leaning ower the wall on tops there watching it.

That’s it, on what’s th’end of Skipton Road now.  Of course in those days there’d only be, there’d be nothing down Skipton Road only Crow Nest Cottages wouldn’t there?

R-That’s all.  Aye, that’s all there were.

All t’way down there, there’d be Crow Nest Cottages and then there’d be ……

R-That’s all, there were none at Coates, not at t’bottom o’t hill.  No, there were none of them.  There were football fields on there.

And that’s where Crow Nest Shed ‘ud get its name isn’t it, from Crow Nest Cottages?

R-Well, I fancy so.  I don’t know whether I ever telled thee about….,  Isaac Barrett were schoolmaster at Wesleyan School, it’s there yet, same door, I look at it.  I went there when I were five year old [Wesleyan School, now Rainhall Road and scheduled to close in July 2001.]  and Isaac Barret, school master, were taking night classes you know during winter.  There were two or three of us and they were clearing land for them houses in Mosley Street just across [from the school].  You know there were only one or two lamps lit in those days, it were dark.  We decided we’d get a tree and we’d lean it against the door and knock at t’door.  So we took this tree and leaned it against the door and then we get round the corner ‘cause it were dark and Isaac Barret opened the door and t’tree fell in on to him you know, aye.  [laughter]  Well, he played hell the morning after, what he’d do if he [found out] who were responsible for that.  Nobody said owt you know.  No he never knew.  Aye, he didn’t half play Old Harry the morning after, aye.  We used to do all them sort of tricks in them days, it were dark and nobody could see you you see.

Aye, like tying door knockers together Billy.

R-There were and old chap called Frank Metcalfe that lived in Rainhall Road, he had a window at th’end of his house, it’s a shop now.  [The end shop in the row next to Rainhall Road School has a walled up window in the gable end.  I think this must be the one Billy is talking about.]  We used to go round the back of that bakehouse, round t’corner, and we used to tap, put a button on a string and we used to shove it on’t window and then we’d [jiggle] it and old Frank used to come out and we used to pull it tight so he couldn’t see it.  He used to look round, he couldn’t see nowt you know.  [laughter]  No, there’s nowt!  He’d go in, tap tap, he’d come out again, What the Bloody Hell!  He couldn’t make nowt on it at all.  No, [laughter] we used to plague the life out of him, oh aye.

It’s no wonder they thought some of them houses were haunted in them days!

R-Aye, well we had to make our own fun in them days, there were nowt.  If we were in th’house, there were nobbut a candle lit on the table, that’s all.  Until weekend, and then there were a lamp wi’ paraffin oil, a glass do and it used to be about that height on the table.  [indicates 18”]  That were for Saturday and Sunday but there were candles [the rest of the week], snuff-less dips they used to call them, they were made of tallow.  The shop had them all in a bunch, like a bunch of grapes hung up and you’d say, I want two tuppenny snuff-less dips and he’d clip them off and lap [wrap] them up and they used to smell you know.  And then wax candles come out and we thought they were a grand do were them you know, they weren’t as nasty as snuff-less dips.  I had a pair of, I wish I had ‘em now, they’d fetch some brass, they were a pair of brass clippers and it had a little box on for nipping ‘em.  For nipping off the top when they used to hang down, when they burnt it used to hang down sometimes.

That’s it, get it smoking.

R- Me grandmother had a pair of them, I wish I had ‘em, aye.

Aye, that’s going back a bit Billy.

R-There were no carpets like this.  There were a peg rug in theer, that’s all.  I’d to go for a pennyworth of sand up to Jacob Bailey’s to put on for Saturday and Sunday, on to t’flags.  And when you walked through wi’ your clogs on, crunch, crunch, you thowt nowt about it.  You didn’t think nowt about it and they’d sweep all that sand up, aye.
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[As the tape starts, Billy is talking about the names on the engine at Long Ing Shed.]

Lizzie and Minnie eh?

R-Aye.

Who were Lizzie?

R-Robinson Brooks wife, Elizabeth.

Were Minnie Slater’s wife?

R-I think Ted Slater who had her I think.

Aye well, they’d be original shareholders with Rushworth wouldn’t they.

R-Well, in Long Ing aye, Rushworth would be because they got [the contract for] all the ironwork you know.

Well, we’re up to about the First World War aren’t we Billy.  You didn’t go away to the war then Billy?

R-No, I were in South African War, I were about 18, stretcher bearing in South African Boer War.

You were in the Boer War!

R- Aye, well I went as an ambulance man you see.  Ambulance man, there were a lot went from Barlick, you could go for six month you see at four bob a day if you’d passed First Aid and I passed First Aid twelve months afore.

So what year did you go to South Africa?

R-1899.

Well I’ll be beggared!  Now isn’t that funny, I were all set to ask you about First World War, it never dawned on me it could be the African War!  And that were a regular do were it, that you could sign on for six months as an ambulance man?

R- It were during the Boer War.  And you worked in th’hospitals you know, orderlies you know if you’d first aid.  If you had a first aid certificate , if you’d been in’t ambulance years before, they’d have you, but you’d to go in a uniform you know, ambulance uniform and then they sent you back you see.

So where did you go to join?

R-I didn’t go nowhere, they simply sent up to the superintendent here you see.  If there were any men prepared to take on.

So obviously you were in the St John’s Ambulance then.

R-Aye, But after that I went in the Territorials at Duke of Wellington’s at Skipton, based at Skipton.

And when you went to South Africa, where did you go when they accepted you, you’d have to go somewhere to be kitted up wouldn’t you Billy?  Where did you go to be kitted up?

R-Well aye, it were down at Devonport or somewhere down there you know.  I’ve just forgotten now which it were, but we had to go to Ossett first because there were a lot more going from there and they sent them all together you see.  Well, at t’coronation of King Edward [22 Jan 1901] I were down in London that day on duty in t’street as an ambulance man, aye.  Oh yes, there were twenty of us went from Barlick.

That’s it, yes, I remember you telling me that before, that’s it.  What was the name of the boat you went on to South Africa, can you remember?

R-Aye, we got on board the hospital ship Simla.  [5,884 tons.  Built by Caird and Co at Greenock for the P&O line in 1894 and designed for the Far East run.  She arrived in Southampton from India on 23rd March 1898 with troops and wounded and so could have been available to sail to S Africa in 1899.  On April 2 1916 she was torpedoed and sunk off Gozo, Malta by U-39.]

And we get up to Delagoa Bay and we were out in that bay for a while.  They were fetching ‘em across you see, I did nearly all me time on that boat, Simla.

Did you go ashore at all?

R-Well, odd times but there were a tremendous lot of fever then, it doesn’t seem to be now.  But there were several Barlickers died of fever, enteric fever, aye.  Staff Sergeant George Green, you’d never know him of course, he went and he died there, May 1st 1900.  Oh they were dying in scores of fever then, I don’t know how it were but of course there don’t seem to be that now you know.

When you say they were dying in scores, do you mean men that went out there?  You mean that soldiers were dying.

R-Yes they were, dying of fever.

Did you see any of the fighting while you were out there?

R-Well no, we were a bit out of the way of that you know.  Now if I’d stopped on a lot longer I might have gotten into it, I don’t know.

Aye, that’s it.

R-Now, Second War [Billy means the First World War.]  I volunteered as a stretcher bearer for that and we were practicing in the field waiting of being sent for and that were 28 bob a week.  We were practicing bandaging and all that and then I’d getten t’wife to get me a box wi’ needle and thread and all that sort of stuff to go.  They sent word they’d getten some frae Ossett in place but Lord Kitchener had taken hold then and he said we could join the Royal Army Medical Corps at a shilling a day.  Well, we were going at four shillings you see so of course we didn’t join that, no.  There’d be about twelve of us and we’d go down in’t fields for about a week waiting of word coming aye.  I went to say goodbye to me relatives over at Clitheroe and there and it missed.

So you never went then Billy in’t finish.

R-No.  Well, war started you know, it ‘ud be t’First World War.  I were in’t Territorials for three years and I’d resigned [in 1913] and t’year after that, in 1914, t’war came on.  Well, them that were in’t terriers, you see I’d resigned the year before, all the terriers that were in Barlick you know they had to go down in’t train at Saturday morning.  So me and a friend of mine, Tom Reeves, we’d been in before, in’t terriers, he says let’s join up ‘cause I had a stripe and I should have get, I’d happen get to be a sergeant reight away, we being trained you know.  So we went down wi’ em to Skipton.  Well we goes up to the drill hall you know and we knew t’Sergeant Major as looked after ‘em, there was allus a Sergeant Major from’t regulars that looked after t’Territorials.  Now then, what do you two want.  Well I says, Sergeant Major, we wants to sign on .  Well, he says, I’m that busy today I can’t.  Come back next week.  So we went home disappointed in a way.  It were t’best thing that could ever have happened were that for us, aye.  If he’d taken us on we should have been fast then you see, aye, for the duration of the war.  Aye, he says come back next week, I haven’t time to bother.  Well you can understand when men were coming in you know and they had to fit them up wi’ stuff aye.  He says Come next week.  By God I’ve talked about that many a time, aye.

And yet at that time you felt as though you wanted to volunteer.

R-Yes, I wanted, we wanted to go then, aye.

Can you tell me why you wanted to go?

R-Well, it’s like same as it’s a kind of fever you know when a war’s declared you know.  You don’t study nowt nobbut you feels you want to go you know.

And yet during the following week you changed your thinking.

R-It had gone off a bit so we thought we wouldn’t bother aye.  I says happen we’d better stop at home.  He says aye.  Well I said they’ve gone to Immingham Docks at Hull.  Sleeping on the docks an all sorts like.  I said We won’t bother.  Aye.  I had a brother, two brothers that had to go wi’t terriers but one got to the front you know and at Skipton, Colonel Longden Smith, he were a big man at Skipton you know, he gave ‘em all a little Bible.  And one Sunday morning there were a shell burst and a big lump of shell and it cut a piece off at the corner, aye.  Aye, if he hadn’t have had that there he’d have been a gonner.  And it just took it off but it sliced a piece off that thickness off the corner, a piece of shell, aye.  But he had to go to hospital and he got invalided back to England you know.  They had to get that lump of shell out, there were a lump of shell in his breast and he were a long time in th’hospital and when he came out he got home on leave a bit and they were , these that had been wounded, they were sending them out on the farms to help with food growing and all that.  So he applied and they were formed in a row and they said Do you know anything about farming?  And me brother says Aye.  But he says I knew nowt about it so of course he got on but he says I soon learned, I used to cart turnips into town you know, go to t’shops and all that sort of thing and he billeted wi’ ordinary folks you know.  And he were there when the war finished and you could get anybody out of the army if you had a job for ‘em reight away you see so I got him a taping job wi’ me so he were released from that farm then, aye.  He says I liked it there, they were a grand couple I lived wi’, aye.

Whereabouts was that Billy?

R-He were down, I’ve forgotten now whereabouts he were, it were somewhere down in the South I think.  Oh he says, I learned, I soon learned he said the farmer knew he didn’t know much about it so he showed him bits of things he wanted to know, aye.

Sop when you came back from South Africa did the hospital ship come back as well or did they send you back.

R-No, th’hospital ship were still out there, it might have been posted somewhere else, I forget now you know.  I don’t know.

How did you come back then Billy?

R-Now then I came back on a troopship you know, they were sending the wounded back you know.  Now after that of course [I think Billy has skipped to the time after he decided not to sign up in the First World War.] you had to go up [for a medical] you know.  So I came out grade three owing to rheumatic in me fingers, look, like that.  [Shows me his fingers]  Aye, he looked at that and he says That’s rheumatic but I says Well, it’s of a cold morning, I said like they go dead in a way.  I put a lot on you know.  So he gave me grade three and I got to stop at me job taping you know.  It were national importance you see.  A chap says to me when he saw me wi’ that, he says I’d give hundred pound for that, this chap says, aye.  He’d come off grade one and he had to go you know.  Of course, the war didn’t last long after that you know.

How were trade during the war?

R-Well, cotton trade were good you know but they couldn’t, they had to pay a levy for every loom they ran.  Aye, they were getting a lot of money, money were no object you know.  They used to make stuff, balloon cloth for these barrage balloons and all sorts.  Oh aye, they were making brass then but they couldn’t run all their looms you see, they hadn’t workers for ‘em and them that run a lot of looms, they had to pay the levy to the union in Barlick.  Well, after the war were finished, you got so much out of that levy if you were out of work.  I’ve forgotten what they called it.  Butts Top, aye, t’union, Gardner they called him, he were secretary of the union.  Well, you’d go there and you’d get so much do you see, it wouldn’t be above ten bob but that were a lot of brass in them days.

When you say Butts Top, whereabouts were the union office at Butts Top then?

R-Well, it’s a plumber’s shop now.  It were there next to that paper shop .

Aye, that’s it, used to be Standing’s printers.

R-Aye it did.  Well there were a shop in between you see

Aye, that’s it.  Martin’s took it over, the plumbers.

R-Aye, that’s it.  It has his name in the window yet but he’s dead is Jack and so is Jack Spencer. [his partner]  He were up in Scotland wi’ his daughter I think.  He were alright were Jack.  I apprenticed me son wi’ Jack at five bob a week while he were twenty or twenty one, five bob a week.

That ‘ud be Jack Martin.  Well, your son ‘ud be 64 when he died so when would that be when you apprenticed him?

R-It ‘ud be about 1920, sommat like that.  I think he left school when he were thirteen.  See, well, he got on well wi’ Martin, it were nobbut five bob a week.  Well when me and t’wife put him in t’boarding house he were general foreman for the council, Sidney Brooks.  He were a tall chap, he were general foreman.  It looks as if you’d come across him some time.

Aye, it weren’t him we used to call the Mouse Man were it?  You know, if you wanted some poison for mice you could go down and see him.

R-Well, he were t’general foreman.

Aye, I’d know him.  Course, you see my trouble was wi’ wagon driving I spent very little time in Barlick then you know.  

R-Aye well, he’d worked for the Council as a plumber for the gas works but when they wanted a general foreman he applied for it and he got it.  Looked after t’streets, lighting and all.  He were general, he’d nowt to do, but he allus wanted to be doing sommat, he could have dressed his self up if he’d wanted to.  Aye, he worked for the Council for twenty years, aye.

So you were taping down at …….

R-Westfield.

Westfield there and of course you’d be taping there until the second world war wouldn’t you?

R-Aye, yes.  I finished in 1943.  War had been on for about a year then hadn’t it.  [Four years actually]  Well, I were in Blackpool the remainder of the war you see.  Of course I were ower age then you know.  I were nearly sixty you know.

What made you retire early Billy, were it war coming on that made you retire.  Did Westfield carry on weaving during the war?

R-Oh aye, yes.  Aye well, I left in 1943, I didn’t retire, I went into a boarding house.  I worked while I were seventy in the boarding house.

So you took a boarding house in Blackpool.

R-We took a boarding house near Central Station in Vance Road and we were in it sixteen year.  Then my wife got so as she were poorly and I were alreight.  So we just, his [Sidney’s] wife were a Blackpool lass, she wanted to go to Blackpool.  They had three children in this house, brought ‘em up. [17 Cornmill Terrace]  So I says Well, you can have this house if your mother agrees.  I says You mun ask your mother, if she says yes it’s yours.  So I went out of the road you know, Well, she says, It isn’t what I’d have liked you to have but if you want it you can have it.  So we just, following Easter, he gave his notice in to the Council about January so that he could come into the boarding house at Easter.  So we just packed up me and the wife and I sent a skip wi’ me bits of stuff in down here and I went up wi’ em to the bus stop and they stepped in the bus and off, aye.  That were it aye.

How did you like running the boarding house Billy?

R-Oh it had its ups and downs like everything else.  Sometimes you had bits of worry you know and you get ower ‘em.  In winter I used to do bedrooms up you know.  Downstairs of course I get professionals in to do ‘em but I used to do bedrooms you know.  I’d go into a bedroom, take the beds out and put ‘em on the landing and get me steps and light me pipe and look round what to do.  I used to spend about a week in a bedroom.  Me wife ‘ud ring the bell, me tea were ready.  Don’t go up no more, you’ve done enough today.  No, I’ve finished.  Well, when I’d getten me tea, nay I think I’ll go up and do the top again and then it’ll be finished will the top.  So I went back, I’d be there well after ten.  Aye, well it were passing time on you see.  I were never a drinker you know to go out drinking you see.  Well, I same as I am now, well I never bother going adrinking you know.  I went up to Rolls Royce last Sunday night and I had a bottle of Guinness and stopped an hour you know, that’s all, aye.  No, I used to enjoy lots of things in the boarding house.  Sometimes you’d have worries you know.

What sort of worries Billy?

R-Well, the butcher had some meat condemned at t’top of t’street and we got us meat there.  We had some meat you know and t’wife were very clean in everything and some on ‘em were poorly you know wi’ poisoning.  Aye they were.  And we couldn’t help it you know.  That were a worry you know.  Aye, Well, they wouldn’t come again you know when owt like that happened.  Course, we didn’t bother, we get someone else.  But that worried me a lot.  It worried me more than wife did that, aye.  She were spotless, too particular in a way, aye.  And it just happened like that, aye.  It had come from the same shop as there’d been some condemned.  Now whether it had been in contact with it I don’t know, never tell, no.

Where would you rather have been working Billy, in the mill or the boarding house?

R-Well, I’d rather be in the boarding house in a way because in winter time I’d nowt to do you know.  We made us living in the summer and it lasted all winter you see.  I could do what I liked at end of September or October you see and shut t’front door.  We opened at Christmas but we give ower.  We said no, we won’t bother wi’ Christmas.  So we had winter to do wi’ what we liked, we used to come across to Barlick for a month, aye.  Happen in October, November.  They were snowed up here one time, I were falling on me arse in snow up and down and when we got back to Central Station at half past six at night, eh, dry as a bone.  Everything were dry and lit up.  Eh I says, it’s grand to get out of that snow isn’t it.

In between the wars Billy you were a member of the union, did you ever get interested in politics between the wars?

R-Well I don’t know, ordinary you know.  I were a member of the Council for six years, Conservative member you know.

Aye, now there you are, tell me about that.  When did you first put up for the Council Billy?

R-About 1940, now I’ll tell you, I put up against Ted Smith, he were chairman of the Labour Party and he were a schoolmaster up here.  [I think Billy means Gisburn Road School.]  He licked me wi’ nine votes.  I’d votes, if they had been fetched who were mine, the dozy buggers, there were a chap in’t committee room, he were giggling and laughing wi’t lasses and squeezing ‘em up and that’s where they were!  When they came to have a look at t’scale on Sunday morning they could see there were names that should have been brought, aye, that’s the way they did, aye.  Well, t’second year, Fred Baldwin were putting up, he used to be the postmaster, well he were conservative, I didn’t put up again him you see.  The year after, we having done so well that they thought I was going to get in unopposed, but Fred Steele come in, solicitor, he come in as a candidate and he licked me wi’ 24.

What were Fred Steele standing as, Liberal.

R-Well, I don’t know what the hell he were, he reckoned to be all sorts you know.  (Laughter)

He’d be Independent would he?

R-Well I think he were but you know he faced all roads you know.  I got to Teddy Wood’s door, he were a big Labour Man and he says Well, you know Mr Steele’s putting up?  I said aye but he isn’t…..   He says Oh yes, he’s a Labour man is Mr Steele.  That showed you didn’t it and he nobbut licked me wi’ twenty four votes.  There were a Labour man in, I’ve forgotten what were his name.  So the year after this Ted Smith come out you know did Ted.  Aye, well I lopped him by 69.  

What year was that you got on the Council?

R-1937.  I licked him wi’ 69 votes, we’d 600 and odd each.  In the North Ward that were.

What made you put up for the Council in the first place.

R-Well, in the first place in 1934 one of the Conservative Association let on me.  Now, we want a candidate for this ward, how about it.  Well, I said, I don’t know, I never thought about it like.  So I didn’t bother and they got a candidate Aloysius sommat, he were a Catholic schoolmaster down at school.  And they got him and he got in.  Aloysius  they called him, aye.  Well, t’year after they were on to me again.  I said Well I will do, and then it gets you you see, you feel you want to win.  Anyway, Ted Smith licked me wi’ nine votes.  It should have been me, if me workers had have done right it would have been me.  I were determined I wouldn’t be dependent on them no more.  Now t’Conservative women they wrote all me programmes out you see, they did well that way you see.  But you see wi’ these here, so t’time after I got me own workers.  Me brother, he ran a car and I’d a friend in’t Buffs [Buffaloes]  and Mitchell at t’Stew Mill, he ran his [car] for me you see.  Well, I got licked wi’24 wi’ Steele.  They said Well you know Mr Brooks, Steele’s a solicitor you know and Fenton, the Town Clerk, isn’t a solicitor and he’ll be able to put him reight.  But he never did, Town Clerk knew more than him about Local Government you understand me.  Aye.  But however, t’third time I’d some good lads you know, I didn’t depend on them, no, nobbut for sending me address out.  No, me brother and them fetched ‘em in at night you know [to vote] and I were stood on that balcony just about half an hour before the poll was declared and t’Labour party had their committee room a bit lower and they were coming up wi’ their tables you know.  I says Have you finished?  Aye.  Well who’s these coming in now then?  They said they’d finished and getten all their votes in.  Well, I said, Whose is these that’s coming in?  They were coming in for me.  Aye, well I licked him he were president of the labour Party.

What did you do when you got in Billy.  Did you have any hobby horses when you were on the Council?

R-Well you see, I’d been president of the flower show and I’d been a big gardener and they put me chairman of the Parks Department.  Letcliffe Park you know.  I have the handbooks upstairs still.  I were chairman of Parks Department and that year I left I should have been Chairman of the Council.

And apart from the council work did you do anything with the Conservative Association.  Were you a member of the Conservative Party?

R-No, no I didn’t, I hadn’t really the time.  I were taping and then I were going up there every night [to council meetings]   I had the record for attendances.  Did you ever know Edgar Wild?

Yes.

R-Well, Edgar were about two meetings less than me, he were trying to beat me and I beat him.  Aye, Edgar Wild, I have the papers upstairs.  Aye, I have every meeting, I never missed one.  And there were a lot of meetings in them days that there isn’t now owing to gas works department and th’electricity department and th’hospital.    I’d been to a meeting every night one week, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and me wife says You want to get another one for tonight and then you’ll have been there all week!  And by gum, an agenda landed that morning and I had one at Friday.  It were hard work and I had a big garden and a big greenhouse an all at the time.  I don’t know how I got through it but I did, aye.  

Was the town any better run then than it is now would you say?

R-Well of course, it’s bigger now and the bigger you get a thing and the more unwieldy it becomes.  You see in some ways it’s worse and in others it’s better.  I couldn’t find a fault wi’ Pendle meself.  Folks keeps sniping at ‘em but you know they’ve done a lot of good things in Barlick.  They’ve fettled some streets up here and Barlick Council couldn’t afford to do it.  We were flayed to death of the rate going up thruppence you know.  If t’rate went up, County ‘ud put their precept in and you’ve to cover all that and you’ve to have a bit for yourself.  Well, if the rate went up you’d get sacked at the next election in them days you know.  But I were broad-minded, it didn’t matter what it were, it were all right wi’ me.  Politics to me meant nothing.  I can’t for the life of me see what politics has got to do with local government.  I remember ‘em starting to bring all that lot in and it’s all to get power.

What do you mean Billy when you say you remember ‘em bringing all that in?

R-Well, when they first started putting candidates up.  I can remember the time when there were nobbut four Labour members in the Hoses of Parliament, John Burns, Kier Hardie…..

Do you mean to tell me that at one time the people who were running Barlick, there were no party politics connected wi’ it?

R-No there weren’t at that time, they were all what you might call Independents.  There were John James Shutt, farmer and Fred Harry Slater, Old Harry Slater at Clough Mill.  All them you know.  And then the Co-op started it off, by putting their secretary up.  Robinson Brooks were beaten wi’ five votes by the co-operative secretary.  Well, Robinson didn’t bother wi’ it no more.  He didn’t like the thoughts of being beaten like that and so he dropped out.  Well, if I studied I could tell you they were all businessmen.  They were, happen a builder, I could like picture them now.  Fred Harry Slater, he were one of the sons at Clough Mill and he were captain of Barlick cricket team.   Well you know, Fred Harry weren’t much of a cricketer but you see in them days, the manufacturers had a lot of prestige in Barlick you see.  They don’t bother today but they were considered to be a different class.  Of course today they don’t bother the same.  But you see Fred Harry got put up as captain more because of his family you see.  It were drawing power for the public if you had men of…..  as presidents in them societies in them days.  If they were manufacturers, well they looked up to them you know.  Aye, but they don’t bother today you know.  It were nice in them days, Fred Harry were a grand chap, aye he were, you could talk to ‘em.  You could reason wi’ ‘em a lot better, you can reason wi’ these money men better than you can wi’ your own lot, them’s your enemies!  There’s nobody a bigger enemy to the working man than the working man his self you know.

Yes, I can see that Billy.  So you think it was a backward step to introduce politics into local government?

R-Well, what point were there?  They all pay their rates according to the style they lives.  If you’ve a big house you’ve got to pay more.  Well, what point was there.  Same as government is now, those on social security doing nowt.  See, you can’t start giving brass away because it’s the ratepayer’s brass, you had to give an account of it.  Well what difference is there wi’ being a socialist or anybody else.  He’s in the same boat, he’s rowing in the same boat.  So what is there?  I can’t see.  Some folk can see but I can’t, I never could.  It didn’t make that much difference to me didn’t politics.  I even helped one of the Labour chaps to be chairman once.  He come to see me in the tape hoil at Calf Hall, wanted to know if I’d vote for him, he says It’s my due to be chairman.  Well, I says, If you’re due to be chairman I’ll give you my vote.  He come up on purpose.  He were one of the executive of the Labour Party and I voted for him because he were entitled to it.  That were my attitude, I didn’t care.  Lots might have, that’s politically minded, have said Bugger him, no, he’s a Socialist.  I looked at it this way, it were his turn to be Chairman.  No, Fred Steele and I were allus friends like.  When I put my resignation letter in that night when I were going to Blackpool, he were the first one to stand up and give me a compliment, he says Well, I can’t pay Mr Brooks a bigger compliment than what I’m going to do, he’s a perfect gentleman.
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R-Johnny aye, he were there, he were lifting wi’ sommat.

Who were that?  Johnny Pickles?

R-Aye, Johnny and me were good friends.  Aye, we were.  I went in’t Stars one night, it’s a long time since, and he were there, he says come on, Have a whisky, what tha wants.  Aye, we were good friends me and Johnny, aye.

Well, you’d know Johnny when he started in Barlick for Henry Brown wouldn’t you.

R-Yes, I knew them when they first come.  I knew Henry Brown, I knew him at Earby, when they left Earby and come here, Henry Brown, th’old chap.  And then there were Billy Brown, he lived at Horton, he died aye, one o’t sons, he lived at Horton for a while.  Johnny were apprenticed to Henry Brown at Earby at first.  Johnny says Old Henry Brown, he were one of the old school.  Aye, they were, they were good mechanics were Browns in them days, they made a good job.

They still do you know.

R-I don’t think they do much now do they, they have no engines.

Aye, they’ve still got five.

R-Have they five?

Aye, and I’ve just found them another one.  Oh aye, they still do a good job, they still do a good job Billy.

R-I used to get them to do jobs to t’tape you know.  Putting new ends in the rollers and all sorts.  I could allus tell when Johnny Pickles had done my job.  I told him and all, I says You allus finish off.  When you’ve a roller in’t lathe you allus put sandpaper on and shines it up.  He says Th’art reight.  It were reight were that, I says I allus knows when you’ve finished wi’ a job Johnny.  Aye, you see the rollers ‘ud have a bit of mouldy on them and he’d shine all that off.  It come back like a new un, I telled him, it suited Johnny did that.  It did that, but it were reight.  T’others ‘ud think, Bloody mould, they’ve getten the bugger on, they mun get it off.  They’d just put the ends in and that were it, aye.

How about party politics, in t’parliamentary job, did you agree with that  Billy?

R-Well, I do in some ways but I don’t in another.  You know, the opposition opposes no matter what it is, they oppose it and nowt gets done, aye.  Unless they’ve a big majority in the House you see.  Look what they’re doing now, they’re bowing down nearly to these here Independents and Liberals just to keep ‘em in office.  That’s what they’re doing now.  Of course you see when you get a lot of men round a table, there’s allus some dissension between them you know, they’re never unanimous, there’s allus one or two that upsets the apple cart.

When the socialists were starting up Billy, you can remember when they first started, were you ever tempted to be a socialist?

R-Oh no, I never gave it a thought.  No, I’ve studied nationalisation and I don’t like it.  No, I don’t like it a bit because it’s a big waste of money.  Two men in one job, ‘We’re all right, t’government’ll muck us out’, and all that, no.

But in the early days Billy…  mind you they were talking about nationalisation then I know, but did you never think that happen t’socialist job ‘ud be all right for the working feller?

R-Well I don’t know, I don’t know where it has been [good for the working man], can you tell me where that has been?  No, you see gas and electricity, they’ve been declaring big profits haven’t they?  Aye, but who’s paying for it?  They’ve kept putting it up.  You could make a business pay if you could plank it on like that couldn’t you?  You see when they first come out they said we want the benefits that come out of this business for the people, but id doesn’t, no.  You see they have a monopoly.  They can pop the price on and then there’s two men to one job.  There’s vans up and down, running about wi’ nowt in.  Happen a gas meter in or sommat like that.  That’s all what goes on wi’ ‘em.  When we had to be careful wi’ t’ratepayer’s money we daren’t buy a van at £250, we daren’t buy it, no.

Aye, well they’d have had to ride round on bikes then Billy.

[Billy is obviously talking about his experience on the Council when they ran the gas works.]

R-There’s half a dozen vans flying about today and look at t’price of electricity.  They used to preach if there were any profit it ‘ud be given back to the consumer but it never is and never will do, it never will because they starts with their big schemes and spends it.

Now Billy, you’ll be able to remember the days when it wasn’t the Labour Party, it were ILP and SDP, you’ll be able to remember that won’t you.

R-Aye, Independent Labour, aye well you see the Labour Party sprang from the Liberal Party you know.  Now in’t Labour Party today there’s a fringe of communism among it.  They aren’t declared communists but they have that leaning towards communism you see.

Can you remember when the Communist Party started in Barnoldswick?

R-Well I don’t know, I can’t say, I’ve forgotten now you know.  You know a lot of these communists, if they had to say in Russia what they say here they’d disappear into Siberia.

Aye, th’art happen reight theer.

R-I’m certain because they can’t afford to let ‘em stump up and down the country you see, it’s against ‘em.  So consequently they have to liquidate them you see.  Now here, you can say what you like you see.  If you want to be a candidate you can, as the electors put you in, if you want.  

So when you come to think about it, there’d be a lot of men that thought the same as you.  There’d be a lot of men that were the same way of thinking as you, a lot of working men and all.  I mean you’re father was a Conservative wasn’t he?

R-Well, at one time he were a big Liberal, a big liberal, aye.

So there’d be a lot of men in the unions that weren’t socialists.

R-Oh yes.  You see, at these conferences, these union executives, they’re putting in block votes and there might be many a hundred among that block vote that wouldn’t vote for them you know.  Well, that’s wrong.

Did you ever contract out of the levy, you know, the union Labour Party levy.  Did you ever contract out Billy?

R-Well, to tell you the truth I never paid a union a halfpenny in me life.

Is that reight?

R-No, I never!

Well that’s a surprise Billy because I thought that you had a job to be a taper unless you were in the union.

R-No, there weren’t a union for tapers then.  No, there were nothing.  When I think, it happened about the time I were finishing.  They were coming round to getting ‘em in.  Aye, they come from Nelson.

Well, I’ll be damned, I thowt it were earlier than that.

R-But I says, I says ‘Well, I’ve been in taping for thirty years and I’ve allus getten, I’ve been fortunate happen, but I’ve allus getten what I’ve wanted.  And it’s a funny thing but I always did.  When I wanted owt I says to t’boss, I says ‘I’m underpaid!’   I says So and So gets so and so, I popped a bit on you know.  He says well, I’ll enquire and if I find out thart reight we’ll make it reight.  So I got that, and he comes to me in a fortnight and I thought I’m bahn to have another do at him but he come to me and he says Thart reight.  He made it reight, it made about eight bob a week difference, eight bob were a lot then.  So I says [to the union] I’ve allus getten what I wanted, I’ll finish me time out now without.  You know I were thinking of going to Blackpool.  Well, t’boss, he were sorry when I went, manager told me they’d been talking in the office and they said they were sorry I was going.

You were working at Westfield then?

R-Well I were leaving you see.

So you worked at Westfield then Billy, you taped at Westfield all the time did you?

R-Aye, from ‘em starting in 1911 up to 1943.  Aye, of course we used to talk straight to one another did me and the boss you know.

When you say ‘The Boss’, who were that, one o’t lads?

R-Well, in later days it were th’eldest son made into t’boss.  Th’old chap kept in’t background.  

What were th’eldest son’s name?

R-Chris.

That’s Christopher Brooks.

R-I once telled him, Tha’ll either win or draw.  He says I shall win.  So I buggered off back to t’tape and left him, we used to fall out a bit like that you know.  But he’d come up again after an hour or two after all reight, it were finished wi’.  Play hell happen sometimes and then bugger off and then come back and he were all reight after, aye.  Well, everybody’s reight as long as they work to their conscience, do as your conscience tells you, you’re reight in th’eyes of God, aye.  But if you don’t work to your own conscience you aren’t reight you see.

You’re reight but has everyone got a conscience Billy?

R-They will have only they don’t listen to it you see.  They don’t, they shove it to one side for their own particular purpose you see, aye.  They shut their ears to it.

[Billy drops his matches and we had to look for them.]  Here you are Billy, they’re on the floor here on your right.

R-There isn’t so damned many in them when I get ‘em!

No, you’re right about that [conscience] me Dad used to say something about that and I’ve never forgotten it.  He always used to say that many a time when there were things he’d done and things he had to do and he always said his biggest job weren’t convincing other people that he were right, it were convincing himself.

R-Well, aye , aye.  He’s a point there.

Aye he said once I’d done that he said he were all reight.

R-That’s reight, yes, well he were going to his conscience.  Now it doesn’t mean to say that because you followed your conscience that you’d allus be reight.  You see you may not be.  But if you’ve gone according to your conscience you’re reight in a way.

Yes, you’re morally right.

R-According to the way you’ve looked at it.  The angle you’ve looked at a thing you see, you’re reight.

I see what you mean Billy.  I understand what you mean.

R-But in’t nationalised industries there isn’t that incentive, they know they’re reight you know.  They know they’re reight and they’re working for a good firm so there’s no incentive.  Now look at Silentnight, you’ve to work at Silentnight, there’s allus somebody looking round to see if you’re doing sommat.  But there isn’t in them nationalised industries, same as Rolls Royce and all of them.  But Silentnight there’s allus someone knocking about.  Consequently t’wheels allus going you see.  That’s the way it is.  That’s the difference between a nationalised industry and t’other.

And would you say Billy that it ‘ud be true to say that the biggest part of working men need someone to keep ‘em going?

R-Aye they do, yes.  Robinson Brooks once come up to me, he used to come talking to me did th’old chap you know, How are you going on.  Like.  Well, he says, I’ve just come….  Folk you know, a lot of ‘em, you’ve to watch ‘em he says.  They aren’t all alike but some has to be watched or they’ll do nowt, he says.  He says You’ve to keep ‘em doing and he were reight, aye.  He says I’m not alluding to you.  No, I were allus alike, if t’boss came in I didn’t run up and down like a bloody fool same as some on ‘em.  As if they were doing all t’work in’t shop.  I went on me own way all the time you see.  But some on ‘em, when t’boss is there they’d like, you know it’s all go, and then when he goes away the buggers are doing nowt.  Now they play heck about bosses but if you didn’t act strict they’d slack would a lot of folk.  Same as getting ‘em in, of a morning, when they start.  If you let ‘em trail in they’d gradually trail in at all times in a morning.  ‘Oh, he never says owt, it’s all reight aye’.  They pay so much a year for power and they want them looms running.  If you let someone come five or ten minutes late, in a week that’s half an hour gone.  Now t’bosses get a bad name because they have to be a bit strict you see.  But as I’ve getten older I’ve seen a lot of that and I know why they have to do it.  There were some on us a bit too bad I know.

Yes, I were just going to say Billy, I find this very interesting.  I agree with what you say but when you start thinking about it some of the bosses, they just went over the edge a bit didn’t they?  You know yourself that in the early days a lot of the manufacturers were making a lot of money very easily and they had people working for them who were in fact in very very poor circumstances.

R-Oh aye.

It was very unfair in a way, but would you say that over the years with the growth of the unions and people getting better educated would you say that things have levelled out a bit now, and I’m not talking about nationalised industries here.  I’m talking about private enterprise.  Would you say that things were working about reight now, you know, people are getting what they should out of the job.

R-Well, they’re getting more brass but they’ve getten so they can’t control folk today.  There is no bosses, you aren’t a boss today, you can’t sack a chap for doing wrong.

No but I think like at Silentnight they manage to keep them well under the thumb theer don’t they.

R-Well yes they do but they pay a good wage.

Yes they do but you’re expected to work.

R-Well, what is there wrong about that?

Nothing at all Billy, nothing at all, I agree with you.

R-But that doesn’t pertain to nationalised industries.  They’re ower manned.  Because there isn’t that incentive to show a profit for the shareholders.  You see you might have a thousand pound in a business and you want to see something for it.  You can get six to nine percent in’t bank, in’t building society.  Well, you’re risking a thousand pounds to build a factory to find work for folk, you want sommat for it you see.  That’s the point.

I’ll give you an example, I was talking to Ernie Roberts the other night and he was telling me about when he worked for Cairns and Lang when they were at Calf Hall.

R-Fernbank I thing they’d be.

Right, well he was working at Calf Hall, it’d be about 1932 and he had some bad warps in.  He had four looms and this particular week he said I stood at them looms all week and I’d one piece off, six shillings were one piece and his stamp [national insurance] was one shilling and ninepence and he went home with four shillings and threepence for a week’s work in 1932.  he said That sort of thing can’t happen now.  He was talking about very much the same thing that you talk about  and the thing that strikes me is this, do you think that some of the bitterness from the old days, when people really thought they were badly done to, has hung on?  Are there still traces of that left, people thinking Oh, t’bosses are all right, they’re making their money, this that and the other.  How long does it take for memories of the bad times, such as there were then, to wear off?

R-Well, that generation has to die off you see and then t’others doesn’t know about it.  There isn’t a lot knows about that now, you know, them old times.  There’s a very few percentage of folk knows that.

It’s a thing that’s struck me a lot you know while I’ve been doing these tapes.  For instance, Ernie had two brothers, now his eldest brother and him are both bow-legged because they had rickets, you know, with malnutrition, and yet his youngest brother’s all right.  And Ernie said something to me one night, he said You know none of the Nutters were bow-legged.  You know, as much as to say they’d never gone hungry and that sort of thinking has always stuck in his head and it’s understandable.  But you know it makes me wonder how long that sort of thing hangs on.

R-You know, you’ll hear a lot of folks, socialists, preaching about Equality For All and all that sort of bullshit.  If you read the Bible that so and so he sent all his sons out wi’ one golden piece, sent ‘em out into the world and one of his sons came back wi’ all t’lot.  T’other had, they weren’t fit.  Aye, it applies today does that.

Yes, well, all men aren’t equal are they, I mean, that’s impossible isn’t it, there’s good men and bad men.  Good workers and bad workers.

R-But there’s good men for industry you see.  That has foresight you see.  And there’s men that’ll be connected wi’ them firms that knows nowt but there you have it.  Now look at Churchill, he had foresight had Churchill.  He says Russia in’t future, and he mentioned that, aye he says Russia’ll be the country we shall have to watch as time goes on, he’s reight.  You see the trouble is when you adopt sommat you try to force it on everyone else, you think yours is reight and you try to force and they’re trying to do the same now.  They’re grabbing all these here African countries.  They’re giving ‘em guns and what not to murder one another, aye, rotten.  Stalls me, I’m fed up wi’ it.

What do you think ought to be done then Billy?  Leave ‘em on their own you know, leave them to find their own.

R-Well it’s best to find their own level because it’s only happen a handful that’s raving it up and if you start to find ‘em guns they’re up and down shooting people, first bugger that comes in sight.  They’re going back a hundred years is a lot of ‘em there when they were eating one another.  They find fault wi’ us for colonising but we’ve done away wi’ a lot of disease.  We’ve sprayed them mosquito areas and we’ve stopped ‘em frae eating one another, we stopped ‘em all them old customs that were barbarous.  I know we didn’t do it for nowt, we wanted trade, that’s what built the Empire up and we spent it wi’ war, fighting wars, and it’s gone.  We’ve spent it and it’s all blown up in th’air, it’s terrible, it is.  Colossal waste is war, it could be used in sommat better but what can you do.  There’s nowt as ridiculous to me as war, blowing one another up.  Making weapons that can shoot more folk wi’ pulling a trigger.  By God, rotten when you come to think about it.  Aye, now th’Arabs are feighting one another now.  That’s best they want, to kill all thereselves off.  They’re coming over here now kicking hell up, aye.

How about Ireland Billy?

R-Well, it’s a religious job is that you know, that IRA you know, it’s awful.  It’s all, they start you know, preaching against the authorities you know, there’s allus sommat wrong.  They’re murdering innocent folk.  To me it’s terrible.  I know that Ireland, they want t’lot, they want Ulster you know, all cementing.  That’s natural but you see there’s three quarters on ‘em doesn’t want it are you barn to force them to go in to be ruled wi’ some they don’t want?  You see that’s the point.

Aye.  Can you ever remember the time Billy when Ireland wasn’t a problem?

R-Well I can tell of the time when it was ruled under us you know.  They were agitating for Home Rule you know.  They were traitors to us during the war you know, Roger Casement you know, they harboured him.  And they’re coming across here in hundreds is th’Irish folk to get their living among us.  Aye, we’re soft, we let everyone come in here, aye we’re soft, but there’s that many problems today, well you think, you give it up you know.  But God made us like we are, there isn’t two that has the same opinions and they’re at it you know.  Instead of accepting t’majority, do you see, when you’re sat round a table you should accept t’majority and abide by it but they’re allus kicking bother up you see because they’ve getten licked you see, they don’t like it.  By God me pipe’s gone now, I don’t know.

Eh God Billy, th’art having trouble.  Where’s it gone, here you are, here it is Billy.

R-You know I’ve allus thought about sweet reasonableness.  Wi’ owt, half an apple’s better than no apple you see.  If I could get me own , if I had an idea and I could get half of it going, better than none you see but they want t’lot or else nowt you see.  You can offer these IRA owt but there’s nowt’ll suit ‘em nobbut their own rule, that’s what it is.  Aye, if we had to give Ulster ower into Ireland there’s th’IRA there just the same.  It ‘ud find something else to grumble about you know, they’d be antagonistic to t’government of the day you know, that’s the way they are you know.  And still t’government of the day is sent in by the electors you see.  But they don’t want to accept that you know.  It’s all a question of playing to t’gallery, they want power, that’s where it is you see..  They want some power, they’re them sort of folk.  They don’t like to be ordinary sort of citizens.  They want to be in power you know, they want everybody to cheer ‘em you know and all that stuff, aye.  Is these yours?  [Billy has picked my matches up!]

No, you’re reight Billy

R-Are they mine?

No, no, they’re mine but stick to them, you’ve run out haven’t you?

R-Aye.

Stick to ‘em, it won’t be long before I’m going.

R-Well you know there’s that many problems today.

You say that Billy, do you think there’s more problems now than there used to be?

R-Aye, a lot, aye there were, in those days there weren’t these, all this upsetting and what not.

Aye, and how about, apart from politics and th’international situation and what not, ordinary life, do you think there were less problems in ordinary life in your younger days.

R-Well it went on quietly in a humdrum sort of way you know and people were satisfied wi’ what they had because they couldn’t get no more you see.  So they were settled down to their self that they couldn’t get any more you see.  And they made the best of what they had.  They cut their coat according to their cloth you see, they wouldn’t do that today.  They get everything that they want today, you see how it gets……  aye.

Yes.  And of course in them days, say you’d been reasonably lucky like, as you’ve said quite a few times, if someone had a fair family like, you know, say three or four lads, and they were tipping up, they bought their own house.  I mean really, that was the limit of those people’s ambitions wasn’t it, to be able to buy their own house and be in a job and be able to have just enough.  In those days there wasn’t all this advertising was there, showing people what they could have.

R-You know in the old days folk used to go to their work and they tried to do a good day’s work.  They tried to do a good day’s work you see, there were no clock-watching you know, wanting ower time and getting off home.  They simply , they accepted the way they’d been brought up you see.  Now, it’s swung too far has t’pendulum.  It’s swung a bit too far you see, aye.  You see if you and me had to put five hundred apiece into owt and started a bit of a business you know and built it up, you see the unions, these here that are working for you, they start making bother you know.  You’re doing well and making a good profit and you sack a man for doing wrong, all out you see!  That’s way it is today, a boss daren’t, he isn’t a boss today.

And what do you think’s t’cause of that Billy?  What’s caused that situation to arise?

R-Well it might be that they’ve been preached to you see by these unions.  Union tells ‘em that they aren’t getting enough.  They’re getting a big fat wage you see is th’union secretary and if things go on without any bother they think he’s doing nowt for his brass so he has to start telling ‘em that they ought to be paid more than what they are, so that starts it off you see.  Same as in a mill, If you’re a manager and you’re a good manager and you keep folk happy, sometimes somebody, t’boss might think well I don’t think there’s work for this chap like, there’s no bother about owt you see, but it’s him that’s causing [responsible for the smooth running] it you see.  It’s him that’s looking at a thing, aye.  It’s him that’s welding it together, there’s all sorts of ways of looking at a thing, aye.  Now you might have another manager and there’s allus some bother cropping up you see.  You’ve to have diplomacy to deal wi’ folk.  Mony a time, mony a time you can sooth a man down by talking nicely to him instead of playing bloody hell fire.  Get thi bloody hook out of here, th’art a nuisance!  Or something like that.  I dare say there’s lots of strikes caused wi’ that you know, they don’t use diplomacy you see.  I don’t say that they’re all alike but…..  Hey, we could talk all night about these things.

Oh aye, well it’s interesting listening to you talk Billy.

R-Now Brooks, they gave a hint more than once, they said You’ll not want to walk around a tape all yer life  and they gave me a hint that I should be manager sometime.  But there, sommat cropped up and they didn’t want to pay a manager a big wage you see and if I’d been made manager they’d have had to pay me a big wage, what I’d been making as a taper you see.  They took the view that you’d nowt to do hadn’t a manager, you know, be dressed up, and they didn’t like that.  That stopped it, it stood in my way did that you see, aye.  Now they offered the cut-looker  t’manager’s job because he’d nobbut get a cut-looker’s wage you see, aye.  Now that were t’way it were, that stopped me from getting to be a manager did that.  I’d too big a wage.

So that meant that down at Westfield they made a cut-looker the manager?

R-It would have done if he’d have taken it but he says Aye, but I’ll want more brass, so they donked it, he wouldn’t tek it.  He telled me hisself, aye, but they’d hinted to me a time or two, if they’d come to me and said you can be manager if you take less wage.  They might have said that, I don’t know.

But anyway, you never did get to be manager.

R-No, but when I telled him I were barn to leave he said you might have telled me.  I said I’m telling you first, I only bought the business yesterday.  I says You’re the first man I’m telling.  He said Well, you might have told me.
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R- I’m more lively you see.  I get out you know.  Like last night, I set off about seven and had a good walk round by Long Ing you know and all round there and I finished up at me sisters.  Aye, I’d a good hour and a half’s walk out, looking round th’old do at Long Ing where I used to work you know, when I were a lad, aye.  Canal bank side there you know, aye.  Where you go down to Ouzledale Foundry you know.  I went down there and looked at th’old door where we used to go in and out and all that carry on.  We used to get us breakfast you know at t’canal side there, fine weather you know, on th’old wharf.  There weren’t a soul about only me, not a soul.

I were talking to a bloke the other day about you Billy, he’s the feller that’s been teaching me history at night school and I asked him what questions he’d like to ask you.  He gave me two questions, so here they are. Is that pipe empty Billy?

R-Aye, it doesn’t matter, it’s all reight.  

No, here, it’s reight, I’ve got plenty of tobacco, don’t think that’s all I’ve got Billy, there’s plenty.

R-Aye, that’s it.

Aye, good lad.  Now cast your mind back again to the Boer War, the African War.

R-Yes.

When the Boer War started did you understand what had caused it?

R-Yes.

Right, you tell me.

R-Aye well, you see old Paul Kruger were president you see and they wouldn’t allow anyone that went into the country to have a vote and we demanded that.  Chamberlain, Joe Chamberlain were Prime Minister at that time and he demanded that they should have a vote.  It looked a simple thing didn’t it but that’s what it were all about.  And he [Kruger] wouldn’t allow them to have a vote in the country at all.  So of course Chamberlain said Well, if you don’t allow that, what’s going to happen?  So he declared war on ‘em you see.  And so he were sacked were old Paul Kruger you know, aye.  But that’s what it was, you might think it’s a simple do today but it were so, aye.  Aye that’s what they did, aye.  Of course it were, like we were colonising in them days you know, we were getting all they could you know.  Old Joe Stalin said It’s a funny thing, he says a little island like England and he says they own all this red on the map, you know India and all that, aye, that’s what he said, aye.  Well you know, they sent Redvers-Buller out and of course he were a failure were Redvers, he were one of the old stamp and of course these Boers were sniping at ‘em you know.  They knew how to do to get ‘em, to do a bit of this bush fighting job you know and they knew all the ground and things were going worse way with us.  So they sent Lord Roberts out, little fiery, wi’ a white moustache, Lord Roberts a right little fiery chap, they sent him out aye.  And of course they eventually owercame them you know and occupied t’country, aye.  They get to Pretoria, the capital you know.  And General Smuts were one that were fighting again us and another or two, I can’t just get their names now and Smuts became a friend of ours at t’finish.  He were president, Prime minister you know and he were like a friend to this country in’t finish.  We had a good Governor General there at the time, I’ve just forgotten t’names on ‘em an all now.  We had a Governor general and of course they had a parliament of their own you see.  But they were under our supervision you know, they were one of our colonies you see.  And smuts were a great friend of ours in the finish, and he were an enemy that were leading these Boers at one time.  But there were another, I can’t just get it, there were two or three on ‘em good generals, they were all reight for their type of fighting you know.  But ours were the old do, they called our soldiers Rui-necks, they were red necks you know.  They called the British soldiers Rui-necks because they had, wi’ t’sun, they had red necks and red coats on.  There were no khaki then, they were in red coats, th’old do you know.  Fighting in th’open, aye.  So they had a peace at Vereeninging or somewhere it were called.  They had a peace talk there and of course it were all settled out and it were one of our colonies then you see.  Until, I don’t know what year it were when they got their independence, no, I’ve forgotten now you know.

And the immigrants who hadn’t got the vote, did they get it after?

R-Oh well of course they had their own, old Paul was deposed you know so they settled down more our style then you see.  I think that Lord Milner were in charge of there for some years.  Lord Milner I’m nearly sure, aye.

Can you remember anything about, before the Boer war started, can you remember there were some people who were fairly sympathetic towards the Boers and they called them Pro-Boers.

R-Aye.

And Lloyd-George was…..

R-Aye well, t’Pro-Boers.  Well t’Pro-Boers were them that were backing t’Boers up you see.  They were sympathising wi’ the Boers, aye.  They were sympathisers you see to the Boers.  They were in th’opposition to Parliament at that time and of course th’opposition find fault wi’ everything you know.  Pro-Boers, they were more friendly towards them than their own country you see.

What was the general attitude towards them?  I mean, did the people that you knew, and yourself, did you think that we ought to go to war, you know, that we ought to go?

R-Well of course aye.  Well we all fell into that sort of thing you know.  We thought well, if they won’t give us equal rights when we go settling there like, you know, why not?  It were simply Old Paul, th’old lad you know that were one o’t old school.  Now you see there were that Jamieson Raid, Dr Jamieson were there you know and he had a raid and he were beat you know.  It were a fiasco were that, aye.  He were one of these here you know, th’old style you know.  I’ll show ‘em, this that and the other, well he did it on his own you know.  More or less did it on his own do you see, aye.  Landed this country in a bit of a scrape did that, through that you know.  It caused a lot of ill-feeling amongst the Boers did that.  That led up to the war you know, that sort of thing that happened led up to the war.  Th’old Kaiser you know, he were backing the Boers up in a way in his speeches.  Chamberlain said sommat and t’Kaiser had like found fault wi’ what he said.  Chamberlain says What I have said I have said.  I withdraw nothing.  Aye he telled the Kaiser that, aye.  Now t’Kaiser said we were a nation of shopkeepers, th’old Kaiser, aye.  He says England is a nation of shopkeepers, aye, that’s what he said.

Looking back Billy, do you think that the reasons we went to war with the Boers, do you think that they were good enough for going and having a war?

R-Well, to look at things now you think well, it isn’t worth going to war for in a way but you know at that time we were pioneering and colonising you know, we were.  You might call us t’same as Russia’s doing today you see, they’re grabbing all they can you see.  But of course we didn’t tyrannise ‘em the same as Russia does you know.  Russia has ‘em all under the thumb.  We didn’t do that, when we colonised.   Folk said Well, it’s only so’s you can bleed ‘em like, but we did a lot of good in Africa.  We got shut of a lot of them pests, mosquitoes and all that you know, but folks looses sight of that you see.  You’ll hear a chap say, Oh, we’re nobbut plundering them and this that and the other you know.  But now we’re paying millions to re-habitate the country, we’re paying millions out to them now, aye.  To develop the country, aye.

When the Boer War was going on you’ll remember of course that we were the first to start using concentration camps, you know, getting all the enemy together behind barbed wire weren’t we, out there.  Did you know anything about that while it were happening?

R-Aye well, there were a camp of that sort, but they had a lot of our prisoners in a camp and all at one time.  I knew one chap, he were a Barlicker, in Pretoria.  Aye they put ‘em behind bars, well things were settled you see.  They took ‘em prisoner you know and put ‘e in this camp you know.  But of course they were all released when t’peace were signed you know.  We put a Governor General in there, Lord Milner I think it were at one time and it’s sailed on ever since you know.

But if you remember at the time, I can’t remember who said it, but in this country at the time it was described as ‘methods of barbarism’.  You know there was trouble at that time in this country.  I mean, I know that at one time Lloyd George was on to Chamberlain about it in Parliament.  First of all he was asking him what the latest estimates of how many Boers there were because, I’ve forgotten the figures, but at one time Chamberlain said that there were 12,000 Boers and Lloyd George wanted to know how he accounted for the fact that we had 27,000 of them, either killed or wounded or else in the concentration camps.  He wanted to know how many more there could be.

R-Aye well there were sommat o’t sort but after a while you know, the country settled down, they couldn’t let them out you know because they’d happen start again you see.  They wanted t’country to get settled down you know in the democratic way we believe in you know.

And when the Boer War was over, and of course you went out there, you were on that hospital ship.  When you came back did the African War alter your attitudes afterwards, you know, the Empire and colonisation and all Billy.  Did it make you think about the empire and the reasons why we were out there and whether we should be there?

R-Well you know, at that time we were more Imperialistic than what we are today.  We liked to beat everybody.  [Billy now starts singing….]  ‘Soldiers of the Queen me lads’  Aye, and all that sort of thing.  There were more of that Jingoism then than what there is today.  [Billy sings again…] ‘We proudly point to every one of England’s soldiers of the Queen’.  That’s what we used to be singing at that time in the street, aye.

Oh, you sang it in the street?

R-We used to be singing that when they were sending any men away you know.  They’d play ‘em to the station you see when they were going away, these ambulance men do you see.  The band ‘ud play ‘em through the streets you know, to t’station and we used, we young ‘uns used to sing, hey lads, there you are! [Billy sings again…]  ‘Soldiers of the Queen my lads’

You’re all reight Billy, you’re all reight!  We’ll have a small pause now while we light us pipes!

R-We suffered a disaster at t’far end of the war at Colenso, battle of Colenso, aye.  We lost a lot of men there, that do, aye we did.  Now they sacked Buller then.  I read an account of it but you know they were th’old type of officers in them days, you know where there were none of that there strategy fighting.  It were all out in the open you see.  Well you know, when you get there you know, they knew the ground you see did them Boer generals.  They knew every nook and corner you see and they used to get out of sight and you couldn’t see ‘em. Aye.

Aye, I don’t suppose the British Army thought that was fair.

R-Well, simply that it was a bit strange to our troops you know were that sort of fighting.

Aye, it wouldn’t be cricket Billy.

R-You know the Kaiser called our army the ‘Contemptible Little Army’ ‘cause we were a naval power, you see, we had a small army.  He said ‘The Contemptible Little Army’ did t’Kaiser, aye.

Aye, can you remember just before the First World war, can you remember the controversy about the Dreadnoughts?  Can you remember the arguments about the Dreadnoughts and the reasons they gave why they had to build them.  You remember the Dreadnoughts don’t you?

R-Oh aye.  Well, we were the leading naval power in the world then you see.  We were dependant on trade routes for us living and for us food do you see.  If there were any danger of anybody cutting us off, we wanted power you see, so that’s why they built it up you see, but Germany were doing the same you know.  Aye, and we got 15 inch guns aye.  Now I think Churchill were the instigator of them 15 inch guns.  Well, they’re all scrapped now are them, now they’re all these frigates and submarines and all that aye.  The reason why America came into our war you know was Pearl Harbour.  We had two modern battleships, new ‘uns, Prince of Wales and the Hercules.  [Repulse?]  and the Japanese came over with their aircraft and they sunk ‘em both and they were brand new, Prince of Wales and they all went down wi’ ‘em.  Well they did t’same wi’ one of the American vessels, that’s what brought America in, aye.  [Billy is of course talking about WWII when he mentions Pearl Harbour and the Prince of Wales and the repulse.]  They were hanging fire were America, we were on us own.  They made a big mistake sinking one of the Americans, and that brought them in like.  Pearl Harbour, aye.  Grand battleship were that there Prince of Wales, modern by God.  Captain went down wi’ it, they all went down wi’ it aye.  They come ower ‘em and they dropped bombs on, aye.  I remember the schoolmaster telling us in class one morning he says England is the workshop of the world.  And we were then, we were.  He says ‘England is the workshop of the world’.  Now that were about 1890, aye.  Isaac Barrett were the school master, aye.

Aye, that’s it.  You’d be eight years old wouldn’t you.  What did they teach you then Billy about the Crimean War?  Did they tell you anything about the Crimean War?

R-Well I forget you know.  That were like a war that in Russia, wi’ part of Russia when th’army of ours went.  Duke of Wellington and he had his guards lined up one morning and he looked at ‘em and he says Well, I don’t know what effect they’ll have on the enemy but by God, they frighten me.

Aye that’s it Billy.

R-They were a rough lot in them days you know.  They were a rough lot.

I don’t know whether that were the Boer War.

R-It were t’Crimean War were that.

Is that when it were?

R-Aye.  [We were both wrong.  Wellington is reported as having said this on reviewing a draft of troops sent to him in Spain in 1809.  Also attributed to George III.]

I’ve heard of that before.  He says By God, they frighten me.  Well, I think actually that Wellington were a fair feller.  I think he must have been a good man, Wellington.  Like a bloke once said to me, Any man who can invent the Wellington Boot must have been all right.  Anyway, let’s see what Norman has on here [Norman Lowe’s two questions for Billy]  When you were going to school, you went to what’s now Gisburn Road School didn’t you?  No, no, you went to the Wesleyan School didn’t you.

R-Wesleyans, aye.  There were t’Wesleyans and Church of England school.  Church, aye.

Can you remember the Board Schools starting?

R-Board School?

Aye, when the Board Schools came in.  That’d be before you were born.  There’d be, Gisburn Road ‘ud be a Board School.  When was Gisburn Road School built?  Of course, Gisburn Road wasn’t built until later.

R-No, Board, Skipton Road, it weren’t built then.  It would be built about 1902, sommat like that.

Aye, you’re going to be right there Billy, you are.

R-There were, you know where t’Pigeon Club is?  Down Butts.  That used to be a school. And then there were a woman, I’ve forgetten her name now, I were too young.

That’s it, that was the first [The National School used to be in the building down Butts.]  That school down there originally, I think the church started that school, but that was a Board School.  [wrong]

R-Well, you could be reight.

Yes, I’ve read about it somewhere Billy.

R-I think you’ll be reight.

[Then a short conversation about the time]

Can you remember what political party your father voted for?  Who did your father support, were it Tories or Liberal?

R-He were a Liberal when I were a lad but then he turned ower and he finished up in the Conservative Party.

What made him change course Billy?

R-Well I don’t know, I don’t know what made him change at that time, I were nobbut young.

Well, just about the time when you were at school were when they were forming the Socialist Democratic Federation and the ILP.

R-You know at that time there were no Labour Party.  There got to be four, and that’s all, John Burns, Kier Hardie and another two.

That’s it, and who did you vote for Billy?

R-Well. I didn’t get a vote while I were wed.  They didn’t get a vote then you know unless you were a householder.  You hadn’t a vote, you had to be a householder to be able to vote then.

And who did you vote for then Billy?

R-Well I voted Conservative.

Aye.  And did you never think of voting Labour you know?

R-No.

Why not?

R-Well, like it’s a long story.  I never fancied ‘em.  They’ve landed us in some sorry messes wi’ cutting defences down and we’ve been landed into wars and we’ve nowt to feight ‘em wi’ through them.  They’ve done it twice else three times.  They’ve done it….   Two wars they’ve cut t’defence down and we hadn’t enough shells to fire at one time.  We were in battle and we’d nobbut about ten shells.  They could nobbut fire one every so often to make ‘em believe we had plenty and it’s through them and they’re on the same racket again.  They’ve cut defence down and they’re at rock bottom.  If there come to be a war now we should lose tens of thousands of men afore we were ready.  It were t’same both wars.  We lost thousands of men afore we were ready, we hadn’t the stuff.  No.  They’re friends of every country but their own.  They’ll back every country but their own lot.

How about Fabians Billy?

R-Aye well, I never thought much about them.  To tell you the truth I’d forgotten about them, it’s a long while since you know.

Aye, Shaw, Wells, Beatrice Webb.  Do them strike any chords?

R-And Philip Snowden.

Oh, were Philip Snowden wi’ t’Fabians?  Were he one o’t Fabians?

R-I believe he were, he lived just t’other side of Skipton.

Aye, he got to be t’Labour Chancellor did Snowden.  The Iron Chancellor, aye.

R-When I went to school you know we paid fourpence a week, and it got down to a penny.

What were that for.

R-Ah, we had it to pay.

Oh, for school, that’s it.

R-For school aye.  We had it to pay.

Now between 1906 and 1914 when the Liberals got in.  You know Liberals got in with a big majority didn’t they in 1906.

R-Aye, William Clough.  Billy Clough they called him, aye.  He beat Roundell you know.

Oh I see, that were for the Skipton Division.

R-Aye.

Now when they got in, if you can remember, they started trying to put a lot of reforms through, you know, like pensions and what not.

R-What they called Liberal Reforms.

That’s it, what did you think of that?

R-Well of course I’ve forgotten a lot of what went on at that time you know.

Aye, it’s reight Billy, it doesn’t matter, it’s just to see……

R-You know, the Socialist Party, it’s grown out of the Liberal Party.

Yes, you’re quite right.  Well, that’s one of the things you see, that a lot of people hold the opinion that one of the main reasons why the Liberals went on so …., did so much for the workers just then was that they were trying to steal the Labour Party’s fire.  You know the few Labour men that had got in, there were what, about….

R-Bit I can’t see, life of me, what difference there is between them and the Conservative Party.  I don’t know what difference there is.

You mean between Liberals and Conservatives?

R-Yes.  I don’t see much difference.  It’s only a question of, you know, making a bit of a do about sommat, that’s all.  It’s all hypocrisy, aye.

Aye, I think a lot of people might believe it.  Course you never were a great party man were you.  You thought that, like in local politics.  I mean that your opinion is that party politics should have been kept out of it, shouldn’t they, in local government.

Can you remember the Labour Exchanges starting?

R-Aye, about 1940 or something like that.

Ah, they had them before then Billy.  They started ‘em before.

R-Well, they might have started a bit before.  And then I know when I worked at Coates, in 1947 we’d no stamps then.  No stamp cards or owt.  [Billy is a bit off here, he left Coates in 1912 to go to Westfield]  

No, wait a minute, in 1947 you were in Blackpool Billy.

R-Aye, I were, aye let’s see, it were 1943 when I went to Blackpool.

When were you working at Coates?

R-There were no stamp cards then.

Aye.

R-No but labour exchanges ‘ud be set up a year or two after that I think.

Can you ever remember a thing called the Osborne Judgement?  About December 1909.

R-What were it?

The Osborne Judgement.  It was a feller down in London took the union to court because he didn’t think, he was a Tory and he didn’t think the union should be taking money off him for the Labour Party.

R-Oh aye, you could contract out.

That’s it. So he took his union to court, can you remember that?

R-Aye I remember it now you’ve mentioned it.  They allowed ‘em to contract out do you see.  Well, I think it ‘ud be the Conservative party that brought that in, I think so, allowing ‘em to contract out.

Aye. Well actually it was a result of the court judgement.

R-Aye, it would be, yes.

Aye but you see the interesting thing about, I know, it’s a bit of an inquisition tonight, I know but I’m asking…  I’ll tell you the reason why.  The interesting thing is that, and this is something I’ve been on about it for a bit.  If you read the history books about the times when you were alive and working, round about, between 1890 and say 1920, and if you’ll go to one of these historians and ask them what were the most important things that happened, they’ll come out with a long list of things like the Osborne judgement and the start of labour exchanges and old age pensions and workman’s compensation and things like that.  Now the interesting thing is that if you talk to people like you who were actually alive then, and I mean they are intelligent people, these things never really made an impact on you.  You don’t remember these things as clearly as you do, say, the strike at Long Ing Shed in 1899 or something like that.  It’s very interesting that the things that the historians say are important things aren’t necessarily the things that were important to people like you who were working for a living, you understand what I mean?

R-Aye.  Now of course in the 20’s we’ll say, at election time, we didn’t study reason or owt you know, we used to cheer owt what they said.  It didn’t matter what it were we used to cheer like hell in’t meeting and we didn’t know what they’d said sometimes.  [Laughter]  We used to enjoy them dos, aye.

Aye, more of an entertainment eh?

R-You see, a lot of them things that you mentioned afore, wi’ us being young, we knew, we read about them but we weren’t interested enough.

That’s it, aye.

R-We didn’t bother about the result or what it ‘ud cause or owt.  In fact we had no troubles, we were at home, and we were getting a penny in the shilling, you know, for pocket brass and we didn’t care no further.

Now I’ll tell you something I want to know particularly.  Think again about what they called , what they always called The Great Lockout in 1911.  It was when there was trouble over non-union labour and the owners locked the weavers out.  Now what can you remember about that in 1911?

R-Well, I don’t remember them locking ‘em out but they come out on strike for that extra payment for local disadvantage that the manufacturers had been getting.  They wanted that knocking off you see.  They [the manufacturers] had paid them a bit less for local disadvantage wi’ being down a branch line.

So in Barlick at that time you can’t ever remember a time when the manufacturers shut the mills down and said, Right, we’re locking you out.  They never locked ‘em out?

R-I don’t remember ‘em locking ‘em out, I don’t remember that.

No.  Well, the funny thing is that nobody does.  And yet that’s another thing you see, if you read what the historians say, they say that the Lancashire Cotton Industry was just about brought to a complete standstill.  Now whether Barlick was an isolated case, I don’t know, but in Barlick, as far as I’m able to make out, all that happened was that they got in as many tramp weavers as they could and weavers that didn’t want to go on strike, that weren’t in’t union and they carried on as best they could and in the end the weavers had to go back.

R-Well you see, in Barlick the union, they hadn’t much brass so the northern Counties Textile Association took it ower you know and started paying folk that come into the town so much a week to keep out of the shed.  What they called Loom Pay, it were naught but eight bob a week.

Aye, can you remember before the First World War Billy, aye, just at the beginning of the first World War, can you ever remember anybody being worried about depression in the industry, about the industry declining.  Did anybody ever, was anyone worried about the industry going down?

R-Well, t’cotton trade were like this ever since I could tell.  Even when it were at its peak, there were always periods of slump and it ‘ud get short time sometimes for a while.  It just seemed to be that buyers were holding off you see.  They weren’t buying, whether they’d got thereselves stocked up or what I don’t know but it ‘ud last a while and then there’d be a kind of rush and they’d get good prices, what they called good margins.  You’d go on like that for happen a couple of years and then there’d happen be another easing off and sometimes it happened just afore Christmas and they weren’t buying do you see.  That’s the way the cotton trade went on ever since I can tell, aye.  It were up and down and up and down.

And after the first World War there were a boom for a year or two weren’t there.

R-Well you see the market of the world had got emptied and shelves were empty and you couldn’t make enough.  And they were getting big margins you know, what they called profit margin you see, aye.  Oh aye, there were a good run, aye there were, aye and when the war started they were all right [WWII]  but of course they could only run so many looms do you see.  And them that had looms running had to pay a levy and then when the war was over you know and things were settling down, you could apply to that there fund, at t’top o’t Butts, to the union.  He had distribution of that pay, I’ve forgotten what they called it, aye.

And when the 1914 war started how serious did people , well, before it started up, when it were coming up, how seriously did people take it?  Did they think that there was going to be a war?

R-Well, there were rumours about it you know.  Then it got from one thing to another and folk were on tenterhooks you know.  And all in the paper about what were going to happen, this that and the other and then it came as a bombshell you know.  These young uns, they weren’t axing their parents, they were buggering off to the recruiting office and getting in, aye. 

Can you remember people talking about the possibility of war before it happened.  There a lot of stuff in the newspapers  wasn’t there?

R-Oh yes, yes.  I remember being in Ireland afore the second world war, we get in wi’ some Canadians and they said It sounds like there’s going to be a war.  Aye they did.

Well Billy, it’s been hard work for you this week, with pushing you.
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